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Cee Reader... W i __ bis 7 It 


E more excellent any Duties of Religion are, 
as they areruſefulunto the Glory of God, with 
the good of Mankind; the more diligent and i in- 
duſtrious is the common Enemy of ſuch things, ei- 
ther to corrupt the Minds of Men about them, or to 
divert their Hearts and Affections from them. Of 
this Nature is Charity and Bounty towards the 
Poor, and ſuch others as are dechared and propoſed 
as meet Objects of them in Scripture; and ſuch 
Entertainments hath it met withal. Whoever 
readeth the Word of God with Attention or Un- 
. derſtanding, and withal conſiders the various dif- 

poſal of the Conditions of Mankind, of C e 
and Believers in this World, accord ing to the 
vereign Pleaſure of his holy wiſe Providence 
not but judge, that among all the external — 5 
which are required of us in this World, there is 
none more neceſſary, none more uſeful, none 
wherein the Glory of God is more concerned, than 


the due and abundant exerciſe of the Fruits of | 
Charity towards its proper Objects. The Com- 


mands for it are ſo multiplied, the Motives unto it 
are ſo excellent, the Rules and Directions for its 
Exerciſe ſo plain and expreſs, that it cannot be 
wholly neglected, without an open Contempt of 
the Authority, Love,and Wiſdomof God : Whence 


the Scripture pronounceth plainly all Religion to be i 
lis Grace and its Fruits are ſeparated. 


vain, where t 
Whereas therefore it was a deſign beneath 
the Craft of the Old Serpent, to ſeduce the Minds 


of Men unto an open Rejection or Condemnation 
of it, | unleſs he could * the ſame time have 


wrought them into a general Renunciation of all 


Religion; he made it his buſineſs in the days of 
Superſtition and Darkneſs, to corrupt them with 
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| T0 the Reader. 
m its proper Objects, that under an apprehenſion 
ol its neceſſity, the real uſe and benefit of it, unto 
the Glory of God, and advantage. of the Souls of 
Men, might be utterly loſt, And the ſucceſs he 
had herein, through the foreſight which the ſub- 
tilty of his Nature and long Experience have furniſh'd 
him withal, hath been of no ſmall uſe unto him, after 
The firſt deſign of it was in a great meaſure deſłated. 
Hence it is, that whilft the true Nature of Charity, 
its proper Uſe, Fruits, Objects and Ends, with that 
reſpect which it hath unto God and our own Souls, 
were loſt, obſcured, depraved or corrupted, and all 
madeſubſervient unto a proud Imagination of Merit, 
and other various Superſtitions, none more promoted 
the outward Works of it than he, and they a- 
bounded amongſt Men. But when the falſe Ends 
Rules and Motives unto it, which Ignorance and 
Superſtition had impoſed upon its exerciſe, were diſ- 
covered and, decry'd, he made uſe of Pretences 
from former Abuſes, to alienate the Minds of Men 
from a due Apprehenſion of the abſolute Neceſſity 
of the conſtant and diligent, Exerciſe of this 
Grace in fuch, outward. Duties as 'whereby others 
might be relieved. So he became a gainer by his loſs. 
All things in point of Doctrine, as to the Nature and 
Work of Charity unto the Defeatment of Superſti- 
tion, being rightly ſtated among us, Men grew cold 
and regardleſs of their Duty in it; as though. they 
were reſolved they would not do well, unleſs they 


of our Souls: ncgleft of them unte [their 
Lamnatidd RX phi Path to walk between 
Lem. | But 
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7 
ion But the Truth is, the moſt forcible Objections 
to || againſt the due Exerciſe of Charity, and abound- 
of ing in the Fruit of it, are thoſe which ariſe from. 

he ] that influence which Unbelief and corrupt Aﬀec- 
b- | tions have upon the Minds of Men. And amongſt 
'd | thoſe the chiefeſt, and which Men judge: to have 
er || the evidence of Demonſtratien in it is this, that 
d. what they part withal for the Relief of others, doth . 
y. in Proportion decreaſe their own Enjoyments. 
ie And whereas the Minds of many do greatly extend 
8, | their deſires beyond their preſent Poſſeſſion of earth- 
I ly. Things; and the neceſſary Occaſions, as they 
4 ſuppoſe, of the moſt, at preſent and. for the future 
[ with reſpec unto their. Families, being e 1 
ed in a ſcanty Meaſure unto what they enjoy; 
Force of this Objection is great, a x. worketh 2 | 
fectually on all Occaſions of the due Exerciſe of 
Charity. Neither can it be otherwiſe conceived, 
if reſpect be had unto the preſent Inſtance only. 
For he that maketh the beſt and moſt advantageous 
Bargain or Purchaſe, is ſure enough to be a loſer by 
it, if there be not a Time of making a Return in 
his way of Trade. But the common Aſſurancde 
hereof, is ſufficient to ſatisfy the Minds of Men, 
in parting. with their Money on ſuch Oecaſions. 
Wherefore againſt this laſt ſtrong hold of Satan in 
the Imaginations of Men, ; againſt. the due Exer-. 
ciſe of harity and Bounty, the Reverend Author 
of the enſuing, Diſcourſe hath planted, that Battery 1 
from Scriptu re, Ree, and Experience, whereby. 
what ſcemeth of real Strength in it, is utterly demo- 
liſhed. His Deſign is not to prove, nor will he. 
undertake that he who is bountiful to, Others, ſhall. . 
thrive in thi 57 5 af he hath no other £nd of, 
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R To the Reader. 8 
Rules, and ſor all its proper Ends, he undertakes 
to demonſtrate, that no Man ſhall be a Loſer there- 
by. Yea he goeth farther, and proves from plain 
Teftimonies of Scripture (againſt whoſe Evidence 
there is no riſing up, but by expreſs Unbelief) con- 
firmed with ſignal Inſtances of Experience, that in 
the ordinary Way of God's dealing with Profeſſors 
of the Goſpel, their Charity, Liberality and Boun- 
ty, ſhall certainly conduce unto their Advantage in 
this World, eſpecially where they are eminent in 
their Exerciſe; ſo as that the Truth lies abſolutely 
on the other ſide of this Objection. And no more 
is required for the Satisfaction of the Minds of Men 
nerein, but that they exercife Faith in the Promiſes 
of God, in Proportion unto that Truſt which they 
have unto the Advantages of Trade from common 
Prudence and Experience. For in neither 
Men ordinarily expect preſent ſenſible Returns; 


nor will an induſtrious Perſon be diſcouraged, if he 


find no great preſent Gain in his Trade, or meet 
with ſome Loſſes, whilſt he is in the way that ra- 
tionally and probably leads to Advantage. Nor - 
ought we to preſcribe other Meaſures unto ourſelves, 
nor expect immediate viſible Advantage, as to the 
Concerns in this World in what we Trade withal 
for Immortality and Glory ; eſpecially having the 
Security of God's promiſe to rely upon, which ſo 
- far exceeds what the Minds of Men may fancy to 
themſelves, from the ordinary Courſe of Things 
here below. Allow therefore the Determination 
of Times, Seaſons, Ways and Manner of Things 
unto the Sovereign Pleaſure of God, and there is 
no more certain Truth than what is here propoſed ; .. 
namely, that abounding in Works of Charity is 
The beſt and ſafeft way of Thriving in this World. 


And an eminent Truth that is, which the Reve-. . 
rend Author hath reſcued from general Inadver- . 


tency or Oblivion, the Effects whereof have been 
Y 7s 1 - * , 
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E ittle diſcerned, becauſe the Faith of it hath been 
>.  $fo much loſt, "And I muſt add, thatdivine Provi- 
dence hath caſt the Diſcovery 2nd Defence of this 
e great and uſeful Truth upon a Perſon enunently. 
tuited unto the Work he is called unto. For 
whereas he is deprived of all outward Advantages 84 
(as well as many others) not only of enereaſing 1 by” 
Wealth in the World, but of ordinary ſupplies : 
himſelf and Family, beyond his own peculiar 5 
mony, he abundantly manifeſts himſelf to live in 
the Faith of that Truth, which he endeayours to 
implant on the Minds and Confciences of others; 
and doth but invite Men into the ſame Belief and 
Practice with himſalf. And the Truth which he 
pleadeth for, is ſo fully confirmed and illuſtrated by 
himſelf, that there remains no more for me or others 
to do unto that end, but to give our Teſtimony 
; unto it, and to endeavour the acceptation of it with 
aul Profeſſors of the Goſpel, which I. hereby do, 
and ſhall do, as God ſhall JUNE Opportunity. 


BY an Owens. 


Tothe READER. | 
- God Reader, 0: 


Hou haſt put into thy Hands an Exhortation to 
Charity, a Duty ſo lovely and * God- 


like, that without other Arguments it Aare _— 


beſpeaketh its own reſpect ; but the 3 5. 
dull Heart of Man needs to be.excited_ *_ 
and quictnad, we all love a cheap Religim; but the | 
coſtly and expen/fueDuties are too often neglected and 
declined ; therefore the Reverend Author in this 
Treatiſe thought fit to recommend the Practice of 
a more liberal and diſfuſtve Alms-giving with the 
more earneſineſs to well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. A: 
ee for ſo good a Cauſe; we willingly hear 
A.4. every. 


/ 


To the Reader. : 
every Man in his own Faculty, none ſo fit to ex- 
hort others to charity, as thoſe that are emmently 
Charitable themſelves __ | 

For the Argument he uſeth Iam fully of his mind, 
That Liberality doth not impaveriſhMen, but enrich 
them rather, as Wells are the ſtueeter but not the 
emptier for the oſtner dreining : A Truth befriended 
by the Scripture, Reaſon, and the conſtant Obſerva- 
tian and Experience of the World; 1. By Scripture, 
witneſs the many temporal Promiſes ſcatter'd 
throughout the Word of God, and apply'd to the 
Charitable, If any reply that theſe things were 
ſpoken pro more fœderis, according to that Diſpen- 
ſation of the Covenant, when eternal Happineſs 
was more ſþqringly.recerved ; and that temporal things 
are not ſo abſolutely promiſed under the Gael, as 
under the Pdagegy of the Law, becauſe Life and 
. Immortality are now brought to light. I anſwer, that 

et God doth not diſcontinue the Diſpenſation; 
ook as the Sree: of eternal Life, were not wholly 
hut cut of that 

did more viſibly appear in it; fo now the temporal 
Bleſſmg is not wholly ſhut out, though the Goſpel 
runneth mainly on Spiritual and Eternal Bleſmgs * 
Yea and I will add farther, that it ſeemeth by our 
Lord's own Speech, Luke vi. 38. and Paul's Quo- 
tation, 2 Cor. ix. 9. that the Old Teſtament; 
miſe of Plenty to the Ams-giver, doth belong to 


Goſpel, and ftandeth firm and in fall force under the 


Nero Teftament Diſpenſation, and ſo ſeemeth to be 
exempt from the Lot of his Fellows, or to be a 
peculiar and reſerved caſc. | | 
2. It ſeemeth alſo agreeable to Reaſon, for the 


Devil is not the diſpenſer of Temporal Bleſſings, 
butGod;'and a farthful Improvement of them is nat 
the way to farfeit, but ſecure and increaſe them 


> JI 6>%- & 


[Faithful Stewards have not the truſt taken aut of... 
their Hands, but the unfaithful," Luke xvi, Add to” 
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venant, yet the temporal Bleſſmg 
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. that Ged loveth zo pay in kind, and to retaliate 
with Men, both in Rewards and Puniſbmenis; 


Mat. v. 7. Blefed arethe Mercifull, for they ſhall find 
| Mercy, Moreover conſider how conducible- it is 
to the Concernment of the World, that Unbeheef 
ſhould now and then be ſen/ibly confuted, Mal. iii. 10. 
| Prove me now herewith, laith the Lord of Hefts. By 
Inſtances in this kind God ſubmitteth to a Tra 
upon Experiences. Laſtly, how cautionally may it be 

preſumed that Men, that have a large Heart, ſnould 

— be diſabled by their Bounty, but ſtill have a. 
ſufficiency to perform more Acts of that kind, and 
the prejudiced Morld may have no cauſe to think 
that their improvident Bounty hath brought want upon 
them? If it were indeed, ſo, J plead not for it, but 
the moſt regular Bounty is in the World's eſteem 7 im- 
provident, for they think all Ih which is not re-- 

FO for them and theirs: * eden their ; 
L 4 

3. Lalledge the Obſervation — e both 
of Ancient and Modern Times, who have always 
found that this ſcattering tendeth to mcreaſe, as the 

| Loaves in the Goſpel Miracle were increaſed in ke 
diſtribution. + . Chry/affom . 
is often improving chis ob- ＋ Ch Hom. 33. 
ſervation. I remember he de petit. filiorum Z 
ſaith in one place of the pcon bedlæi. WE. 
quid 07% u 3 AapCaveor 
that they give rather than take, And again, wy 5705 
puts iA Hνναν nat & M d D ͤ Yb do not 
think Alms to be a waſiful Profuſion but a Trafic \ 
you receive more than you give, &c, I. might 18 
late here what + Paulus Diaconus 


obſerveth of the Emperor Tibe- | + Paulus. Bi- 


rius the Second, who was a great aconus, ub, 30 
Ams giver, and the large Streams cap. 12. 

of his Bounty were till fed by | 

bans eee and . gelen which God ſent 


him 


10 P the Reader. ka, 
him from time to time; as by finding caſually a vaſt 
Treaſure hid in the Palace, as alſo by the T rea- 


ſures of Narſes hid in /taly, and other means. He 
was never weary of giving, and God was never 


weary of Bleſſing, that he might ſtill give more. 
But 1 muff forbear multiplying theſe Inſtances, 
leſt this preambulary Writing (well beyond all due 
Proportion. | | 


* - \ 
4 
* 


. * 
91 


Upon theſe Reaſons I think the Argument en- 


forced in this Book ſound and good, and proper to 
its end; and hath the more force, becauſe it at- 
tacketh Covetouſnefs in its own quarters, a piece of 


Wiſdom which I obſerve in our Lord Feſus Chriſi 
every where. | 
But yet I would interpoſe theſe Cautions, firſt 


that Temporal things are not to be looked upon as 


the chief Reward, nor to be our great Motive; 
the Eternal Reward, together with the Conſcience 
of our Duty or Love to God muſt ſuffice, and for o- 
ther things refer it to him, for wbat may be ex- 


pected in this kind. There are in this and in every 


Duty, four ſorts of Principles which Men are acted. 
by ; ſome falſe and rotten, as vain Glory, Matth. 


vi. 1. Some more tolerable, as fear of Temporal” 


Jugdments, and hope of Femporal Mercies ; ſome: 


very gond and ſeund, as hope of eternal Reward, 
Heb. 6. 9, 10, 11. Some rare and excellent, as 
Thankfuinefs and Love to Gad, a due impreſs of his: 


great Love to us by Chriſt, 2 Cor. viii. 8, 9. The 
Glory of God, 1 Cer. 10. 31. Phil. i. 11. Compla- 
cency in the Work, & c. Now they that would be 
ſincere ſhould be tender of their Motives. 


Secondly, God will try our Faith. For a great 
while this Retaliation may be ſuſpended, Eccl. 11. 1. 


After many days thou ſhalt find it. It may be if you do 


not find it, your Children may, for it bringeth an. 


extraordinary Blaſſing on our Families, Pſal. xxxvii. 
26, &c- At other times the Recompence may be 
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more ſpeedy, as in increaſing the Widows Oil, 1 Kings, 
xvii. 13, 16, 4506 Sf oder CEE EN 

Thirdly, We ſhould not lift up a ſecret defire-of 
Worldly Increaſe. to ſatisfy our covetous Minds. In 
ſhort this Motive may be urged to check Temptations 
to ſordid ſparing ; and when God maketh any 
fuch Returns to our Bounty it ſhould be obſerved: 
and improved as a confirmation of our Faith; and an 

zncouragement to our Labour of Love; anda Plea 
to quicken others from our own experiences, When 
the fear of want maketh them backward to Charity. 


1 have no more to add but Prayers, that God 


would bleſs this Treatiſe to thee, and granting to 
the Author an all- ſufficiency in all things that he 
may ſt ill abound in every good Work. 


 Thine in the Lord's Service. 
Tho. Manton, 


A6 


12 To the Reader. 
Reader, 


OD, whoſe Right is ſupreme in our Perſons 


and all that we poſſeſs, has impos'd a Tribute 


on us, not for his own Profit, but of thoſe who 
are his deputed Receivers. And his moſt wiſe Pro- 
vidence has order'd the various Conditions of Men 
here, that ſome abound, ſome are in want, that 
they might glorify him by the exerciſe of ſeveral 
| Graces ; the poor by an humble Patience and con- 


tented Reſignation to his Will, and the Rich by a 

compaſſionate Liberality to their Brethren. | 
The performance of this Duty, gives us a regu- 

hr enjoyment of what we have. Tis our Saviour's 


Command, give Alms 2 uch things as you have, and 
e 


behold all things are clean unto you, Till the firſt 
Fruits were offer'd up under the Law, none of the 
Iraelites might eat of the new Corn, *twas yet pro- 


ſane to them; but afterwards, the whole Harveſt 


was conſecrated and granted to their free uſe, 

The neglect of paying what God has reſerved as 
anacknowledgment wehave received all from him, 

makes a forfeiture of our Eſtates, And how fooliſh 


is it to deny a part at his Command, who can by 


W es Power deprive us of all in a moment ? 
ut though God's Title be paramount, yet he 
is pleaſed to invite us to Acts of a diffuſive Charity 


by the moſt perſuaſive Arguments. Godlinels is 


profitable unto all things (and eſpecially this branch 


of it) having the promiſe of Life that now is, and. of” 
nd to confirm our Belief, 


that which is to come, A 


that it has a happy influence upon our proſperity 
here, tis added, It is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 


r that, that is laid out for him, as if it were not 


of all acceptation. God figns himſelf our Debtor _ 


all his own. He that has pity on the Poor, lends to 
the Lord, and that which he has given he will pay _ 
him again; and that not only from the Treaſury of 
Eternity hereafter, but here in Temporal * 
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go that if we conſider burfuture or preſent Intereſt, 
there are great Encouragements to remove the Hin- 
derances of this bleſſed Duty, |. | 
Covetouſneſs, as it implies an n — meals: | 
in procuring an Eſtate, ſprings from different In- 
clinations. Sometimes from Senſuality, to make 
Proviſions for the Fleſn; or from Ambition, by 
that means to obtain Honour, and others of the 
like nature: and when the guilty Affection is mor- 
tified, the immoderate deſire of Riches that, Was a 
Symptomatical Diſtemper ceaſes with it. 
But the uſual Fountains of Covetouſ neſs, as it im- 
plys a tenacious Humour, and irregular baſe, keep- 
ing what they poſſeſs, are 1. A jonny of loſing. 
what was got with much diligence, and care, an 
labour. 2. Solicitude for the future; Men are as . 
anxious to preſerve what they have, as ardent to 
procure what they have not, to ſecure themſelves 
againſt all poſſible Wants. Now the word of Gd 
aflures, us, that the beſt way to preſerve and increaſe. 
our Eſtates, is by giving liberal ſupplies to the want 
of others. | 
De liberal Man deviſes liberal things, and by. li- 
beral things he ſhall land. He that conſiders where 
he may diſperſe his Bounty, and place a Benefit to 
the beſt Advantage, has a ſpecial Protection; and 
as he is like God in giving, ſo he ſhall be in not 
being the poorer for his giving. There is an inſe- 
parable Connexion between give, and it fhall be 
given to you again, Charity is a productive Grace, 
that enriches the Giver more than the Receiver. 
The great Lord of all things ſometimes by admi- 
rable ways, beyond all human expectation, blefſeth, 
the Merciful ; and gives a preſent Reward, as if it 
were by his own Hand. As there are numerous 
Examples of God's Juſtice in puniſhing the Cove- 
tous, ſometimes by ſending a Gangreen into their 


Etſtates that conſumes it before their Eyes, ſometimes 


: by 


by the profuſeneſs of their Children, that waſte all in 


a ſhort time that was got by exceſſive ſparing, ſo tis 
as viſible that his Providence bleſſeth thoſe in their 
Perſons and Children, who have been faithful Stew - 
ards in diſpenſing what is committed to their'T'ruſt.. 

This methinks-ſhould prevail ever with the Men 


of Senſe. Do not they every day venture their 


Eftates for Gain, though a Fire, a Ship-wreck, a 
Bankrupt, or innumerable other Diſaſters may 
undo them? And ſhall an unfaithful World have 
more credit with us than the God of Truth? Is 
not his Power over all things? He governs the 
Wills of Men, commands the Wind and Seas, 
makes the Fields fruitful. 1 

But the Sons of the Earth may object, that thoſe 
who are charitable are not always proſperous, but 
ſometimes are in exigencies themſelves. Fo this a 

juſt anſwer may be given. | 

1. The mere external Work of Charity does 
not entitle to the Bleſſings of the Promiſe, but 
- when it is perſorm'd a- right. 1. From what is our 
on. Some that are enriched.by unjuſt means, think. 


to quiet their Conſciences, and appeaſe God, by 


giving part to good Uſes; as if he would be a re- 
ceiver of their Thefts, and corxupted with a ſhare 
in their Spoils. But he hates = for a Burnt- 
offering. 2, The end muſt be fincere, to imitate: 
the Father of. Mercies in that Attribute that is his. 
deareſt Glory, by a liberal Relief of our Brethren.. 
3. The Affection in giving muſt be free and joyful. 
Tis the Heart that gives price to our Gifts in God's 
eſteem. A cup of cold Water taken from the Spring 
ef Love ſhall not fail of a Reward. But the rie heft 
Giſts without it are. of no value with him. 


2. Suppoſing a Chriſtian do abound in Works of. 


Charity, and to perform them according ts God's: 
Will, tis poſſible he may not have a reward here, 
that our Charity may not be with a chief regard to 

QUE. 
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our Temporal Intereſt, and for other wife: Reafons. 
But this ſpecial Cuſe will not infringe” the Truth!” 
of. God's Promiſe. When God encouraged the 
Obedience of Children to their Parents, promi- 
ſed them long Life in the Land of Canaan, was it 
deceitful Dealing, if he txanflated a dutifu} Child 
to live for ever in Heaven, that infinitely better 
Country? H Þ promiſe one a Shilling for his Day's - 
Labour, has he reaſon to complain if he receives a 
| piece? God may give above, but never below his 
Promiſe. He reſerves a Liberty to be better than 
his Word to his Servants. And this Conſideration 
fhould inflame us to this Duty. The Cron of Life- 
and Treaſures of Heaven are Motives of a nobler 
Strain, and more worthy the breaſt of a Chriſtian, 
than any preſent Payment: not but a Believer might 
have an Eye to Temporal Benefits as the Maniſeſta- 
tions of God's Goodneſs, but chiefly to Eternal. 
In ſhort the Bleſſings of both Worlds are promiſed 
as the Reward of Charity. . O that happy Advan- 
tage of rich Men, if they had Hearts to improve it! 


V ulliam. Bates. 
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HE Author of this Book doth not here ſolicit 
you to Charity for nothing, nor for himſelf," | 
but upon high and honourable Deſigns, 'though - | 
by a Man not high in the Pomp and | 
Splendor of the World; yea upon the high De- | 
ſign of your own Salvation. God can releive the FF 
Poor, and do good to other Men without us; but it 
is. our Honour to be made his Stewards, and his 
great Mercy to us, to give that Honour; yea to 
have a willing heart, though we want a Purſe. 
Who hath not ſome Talents by which he may do" 
good, if he improve them, and for which at the 
time of Retribution he muſt give an account? If 
5 Peter and Jobn muſt ſay, Silver and God we haue 
nome, yet ſuch as they have, they may and muſt 
glue. tas te eee Vic 7d ago red 
Charity in general is praiſed by all forts of Men, 
even by them that will not practiſe it, yeu by the 
[Deſtroyers that ſet themſelves againſt it ! even our 
 Fudas's, that bear the Bag, pretend Charity to the 
Poor, while they grudge it unto Chriſt, as needleſs 
waſte: Yet it is for pretended Charity, that Cha- 
rity and the Charitable are deftroyed, and Cruelty 
is uſed to Mens Souls and Bodies. Will not all the 
World then condemn us if we be not Charitable? 
Papiſts are for good Works on one account, and 
Proteſtants on another; yea Mabemetans and Hea- 
thens on another; but all' cry up Charity and good 
Works. But in what do Men more ſin againſt 
their own Profeſſions, except it be in their want of 
the higheſt Act of Charity, even their Love to 
God and Holineſs and Glory. 
It is pity Men ſhould. need any other Motive, 
than that which is fetch'd from God's Favour, and 
the heavenly Reward, but yet Chriſt who hath pre 
miſed an hundred fold (in value) in this Life, al- 
loweth us to uſe that Promiſe as our lower Motive. 


Three 
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Three ſorts of Judges will cenſure this Book, which 
perſuadeth Men that Good Works are the way to 
rive; that is mere Reaſon, Faith, and Experience. : 
Mere Reaſon will be ready to fay, that this is but 
affetted Talk to open Mens Purſes, and not believed 
7 him that writeth it: Becauſe it is an unlikely 
thing: Faith will ſoon conſent to it, that at leaſt, 
we ſhall have a Reward in Heaven, and ſo much f 
here as God ſeeth to be beſt. But the Queſtion is, 
what Experience faith. They that never. tried 
the way, can have no Experience of it. And two 
ſorts more there are that may be able here to give 
no Teſtimony of it: Firſt, thoſe that have miſcar- 
caried in the Manner, and. taken thoſe for good | 
Works, which (at leaſt hic & nunc) were none. 
de ondly, and thoſe that God ſeeth meet to try, as 
Job, and keep low in the World, either to ſaye 
themſelves from Sin, or to exerciſe Charity of o- 
thers. For my own part ſeeing the Author ' et 
me to ſpeak my own Experience, I muſt ſay, 

1 107 proſpered more in my ſmall Eſtate, tl 
when I gave moſt, and needed leaſt. I have 2 
another Bool of this Author ſaid ſomething of tbe 
Quota Parts, How much muſt be given, whether 
the tenth at leaſt? My own Rule hath been, firſt . 
to contrive to need my 25 as little as may, be, and lay 
out none on need-nats,but to live frugally on 3 little: 2. ; 
To ſerve God in my place upon that little Compe- . 
tency which he allowed me to my ſelf, that what 1 
had my ſelf might be as god a Mart for cm- 
mon Goo d, as that which I gave to 1 And 3. 
To do all the good I could with all the reſt, prefering . 
the moſt publick, and moſt durable, an clerk ba- 
ribus, the neareſt. And the more 1 have practiſed 
this, the more I have had to do it with; and when 


I gave almoſt all, more came in (without any's 
Gift) I ſcarce” knew how, at leaſt unexpected : 


oy 188 * * Improvidence 1 have caſt my ſelf i _ | 
| &- 


18 To the Reader. aA 
Neceſſities of uſing more upon my ſelf, or upon things 
in themſelves of leſs Importance, I have proſpered 
much leſs than when I did otherwiſe. And when 
I had contented my ſelf to devote that Stock which I 
had gottento Charitable Uſes,after eh inſtead 
of laying out at preſent, that ſo I might ſecure 
fomewhat for my ſelf while I lived, in probability 
al] that is like to be loſt ; whereas when I took the 
preſent e and truſted God for the time 
to come, I wanted nothing and loſt nothing. 
| Experiencesare to none contemptible but Atheiſts, 
who believe not God's Providences. I remember 
that great and excellent Perſon (whoſe publiſned 
Cantemplatians hint the ſame to the World, though, 
without his Conſent) hath told me, how the ſtrange 
Providences of God in laming and diſabling his. 
Horſes, and other Impeditions in a Journey to- 
wards Lenden, for Worldly Advantages, on the 
Lorcks Day, when he was young, did convince 
him, and engage him ever aller to ſpend that Day 
as be hath fince done, and there directed his Chil- 
dren to do. God governeth this World, and hath 
ſome previous Rewards and Puniſhments, ſtops and 
helps, though the great and full Retribution be here- 
after. I perſuade none imprudently to caſt away their 
Eſtates, and make themſelves beholding to others; 
but I fay with this Reverend Author, that T am 
perſuaded, did Men devote themſelves and all that 
they have, to do the greateſt Good they can in 
the World, it would not only make Life ſweeter, 


Conſcience quieter, and Death eaſier, but alſo be 


a notable Means of God's proſpering them in their 
Eſtates, except in ſome Caſes of ſpecial Tryal, or 
needful and profitable Affliction. „ 
F | Richard Baxter. 
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/ He that receiveth a Prophet in the Name of Pi 


phet, ſhall receive a rophet's reward; and be — 
receiveth a righteous Man in 'the Name Fa #1 25. 
teous Man, ſhalt receive 4 N an's N- 
ward. 8 

Aud whoſoever ſball give unte one of 805 liek ones 
a Cup of cold Water only, in the Name of a _Dif- 
ciple, verily I * unte you, be Lane: in no DER: 
bis Reward. 153 . . 


"HE Troubles t. to which Got 7 inge *. 
Miniſters and People, tho they be many. . 
and great, yet are they not more and 
greater then the Comforts he affordeth unto them, 
to ſupport and encourage them in theſe Troubles. 
Witneſs this Chapter, and the Sermon of Chriſt . 
therein recorded, concerning thoſe ſore ae 

hereunto his Church and Children ſhould be 


rc] 


20 The Sureſt and Safeſt | 
brought. As any kind of Affliction is foretold, à I goc 
proper and peculiar Conſolation is uſually annexed. I ftik 
Therefore to eſtabliſh the Hearts of his ſuffering ] 
Servants, and to encourage their Succourers, he 
cloſes up his Sermon with the Words of the Text; ¶ tw. 
wherein he declareth not only that high account || Re 
which he had of his Miniſters, and People them- 
ſelves but alſo of them who ſhould yield any Re- ſo 
lief, or upon his account ſhew Kindneſs to them; I ho 
afluring them, That he avho receiveth a Prophet in 
| the Name of a Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophet's Re- I fic 
ward And he that receiueth a Righteous Man in | 15 
the Name of 4 Righteous Man, ſhall receive a Righ- I ut 
teous Man's Reward. | tl 
The Words in brief contain, A Declaration of d. 
that great Benet, "which they bring to themſelves, II 
who Ard any Relief and Succour to Miniſters, ar I 
other Faints; teaching, That there is 2 way 1 


to fill our Treaſures, as by employing them for God. 
For the clearing of * "RO I n f 
ſhewyou,, - 4 
1. Who is here meant by a Prophet: And who | 

by. a Righteous Man. 
2. What is meant ih receiving them, N 
3. What! is {inns Reward my Tolloweth bere- 


2 


the 1 and N of 95 Kan, AS, 
fob 7 Rev. xi. 18, 
5 Men be meanet hl his Saints, 
Mk as te ier their Juſtification through E 1 
A 1 ir Sandblication, and Fruits = 
8 
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ſoit ſignifies the hearkning 


| * bleſſed Grabam, Gen. xiv. 19. 


1 
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good Ges e Arps the E 5 
Nileth Saints. ant es + 
II. What is meant by receiving ib ?? | 
For anſwer to this, you muſt know, 1 ae . 
two Things whereunto this receiving may have a 


Reſpect. | 
1. To the Word and 22 of a Miniſter, 5 


to, and ny 
holy Counſel and Doctrine of ſuch. . 0 
2. To the Perſon of a Miniſter, — it figni- 
ſies the harbouring or ſhewing kindneſs to im; as 
is evident from the Inſtance of cold Water, given 
unto a Prophet, or Righteous Man, expreſſed in 
the following Verſe. Both theſe are implied un- 
der this Phraſe of receiving 4 Prophet, vir. His 
Doctrine, by embracing and ſubmitting to it; and 
his P. ue by Harbouring, Succouring, and Re- 
Bein de according to his Need. 

By. receiving a" Prophet in the Name of a . 

et, is meant a Succouring and Rehieving him for 
his particular Calling ſake (eo nomine) becauſe he 
is a Prophet. 80 by Receiuing a Righteous Man 
in. the Name of « a | Rightequs' Man, 2 = 


lame thing; namely, che relieving him, 


general Calling's ſake; becauſe he is'a Ohrif 

Child of God; and a Member of Chriſt. - { 
III. What is here meant by: the Rita þ 

Prophet, and of a Righteous 5 ? I anſwer, 

Theſe Phraſes of receiving a' Prophet, aha of a 

Righteous Man's Reward, may be taken Active, 

or Paſſwvely.. Afively,” for — Reward which 4 


Prophet or a Rightems Man giveth ; Paſſively, ſoTr 


that which is by God given to the one, and to the 
other. The! Reward which- a Prophet giveth, is 
eg, to Preach the Word of Reconciliation 
as receive him, as Peter did Cornelius, 
4 Sc. To pray for them, as Abraham' for 
Minubleck, Gen. xXx. 7, 17. And to bleſs them, as 


The 
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The Reward which a Righteous Man giveth i; 
privately to inſtruct and edify, to pray ſor, and 
to bea good Pattern and Example of Righteouſneſs, 

to ſuch as entertain or otherwiſe relieve; him. to 

The Reward which is given by God, to either 0 V 
theſe, for that Kindneſs which they ſhewed unto = 
them is ſuch a ſurpaſſing, and excellent weight of ſb 

Glory, as cannot be expreſſed by the Tongue off 

Men, or Angels, yet „ee w in _—_—_— as is} © 


evident, Dan. xii. 3. 1 

Same take theſe Phraſes, 07 receiving a Prophet, 

and a Righteous Man's Reward, in the former ſh © 
d 


Senſe, Aetiuely; and others, Paſſroely. I con- 
are it may be taken in both. - / 

The Words thus cyploiwas do afford unto us & 
weral Points of Doctrine- 0 

From the Duty here e of receiving, and 
relieving Prophets and Righteous Men, with the 
Manner of ſetting it down, we may obſerve, 

1. Doct. That all needful Szccour and good En- 
e is to be afforded to Miniſters 4 the G5 
| This is the main and princi ipal Point intended. 

2. Doct. Chriſtian 2 to be ſhewed not only 
75 Minifters, -but alſo to all the Members of Chriſt. 

or our bleſſed Saviour contents not himſelf to 
have mentioned a Prophet, but alſo addeth a —_ 
tus Man. 

Theſe two forts make up the Houſehold of Paith ; 
to whom the Apoſtle extioned Chriſtians oþecialh 
10:3l0:Good, Gal, vi. 10. me 

ds Cho m extend no farther N 15281 
A. Ves, even to all that are in Want, but ef 
pecially. to ſuch as have a particular relation to 
Chriſt, as being his Members, or [Miniſters ; be- 
cauſe Chrift in them is after an eſpecial Manner 
ſuccoured and relieved, It will be therefore our 


Wiſdom to take notice.of the Extent of this: Duty 


2 Wo - 


ſhew, ſhall our Reward be. 


ene of theſe little ones, a Cup of cold Water only, int 
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and in all we do, either for Chriſtians or others, to 


ſee to it, that what we do is done for the Lord's, 


and for Conſcience ſake ; to the one in Compaſſion 


- - Members, to the other i in Obedience to his 
i 

3. Doct. According to the Kindneſs which we 
He that receiveth, and 
relieveth a Prophet, ſhall receive a, Prophet”s Re- 
ward, And he that receiveth a Righteas . 
{hall receive the Reward of a Righteous Man... 

Verſe 42. Aud whoſacver Hall give to drink u 


"_— of a Diſciple, he ſhall in no wh * hir. Re- 
war 

Theſe Words are added by our Saviour to the 
former to anticipate ſomeObjectians, which might 
be made thereupon, as alſo more NP to explain 
the forementioned Points. 

1. OH. May thus be made, theſe Preachers and 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel are but mean Perſons, and 
little in eſteem, what great Reward can be expected 
for entertaining them ? 

A. 4s little as they be, are they as incenfuderable 
and contemptible as the roud World make them, 45 

at - 


are they not fo little inthe Eyes of the Lord, but 


He will reward all ſuch as are friendly ta them... . 
2. Oßj. I my ſelf am but poor, and can do but 
little for them, 

A. Though thy. kindnels be never fo ſmall, as 
a cup 0 Water, 755 that cold, without any Pains 
arcoft, to heat it, yea but ONE Cup full thereof 


and no more (ſuppoſu that to ſuit their preſent 


Neceſſity, and to be the moſt thou caniſt do for 


theni) yet it ſhall be rewarded by him, ho more 
reſpecteth the willingneſs of the Giver, than the 
greatneſs of the Gift, 

"The greateſt difficulty in the words i is, "bo are 
here meant by. lalle aues, for wheſe fake the Reward | 
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By little ones, our Saviour meaneth no other than 
ſuch as in the foregoing Verſe, he hath ſtiled Pro- 
pbets and Righteous ones IG 

They are called little ones in two reſpects. 

1. In regard of the Warld's efteem of them. 
2. In regard of their oon account of themſelves. 
'* Firſt, They are little in the World's Eye, The 
World, which judgeth not according to inward 
worth, hath them in low eſteem, It fares with the 
Servants, as it fared with their Maſter ; they are 

deſpiſed, and rejected, and trodden under. foot of 

Men. Of old they were accounted deſolate and 
forſaken, If. Ixii. 4. In the Apofiles time, the filth 
of the World, the off-ſcouring of all things, 1 Cor. 
w. 13. Experience of all Ages verifieth as much. 
And among other Ages ours giveth not the leaſt 
Evidence. 8 ee 
That Comfort and Contentment which God's 
People find in the Lord, and the light of his Coun- 
tenance, yea that hope they have of finding Grace 
in his Eyes, make them the leſs to mind, and 


ſeek after the Honour Wealth and Promotions of 


the World, and commonly they have but little of 
it. Now the World judgeth according to their 
'outward Earthly and Worldly Glory, it diſcerneth 
not the Spiritual Glory of the Saints, 1 Jahn iii. 1. 


"Judge not of Men according to the World's Judg- 


ment ; Think not ever the more meanly of, Saints, 
becauſe the World thinks ſo of them. They are 
highly favoured ot the moſt High: They are ſuch 
of whom the World is not worthy : T hey are the excel- 


lent ones, Pſal. xvi. 3. But whatever they be indeed 


in the Eye of the World they are but little ones. 

Secondly, They are little in their own Eyes, Gen. 
xviii. 27. We read how Abraham in ſpeaking to God, 
ſtiles himſelf no better than Du/t and Aſhes. And 


Gen. xxxii. 10, Jacob acknowledgeth himſelf unwor- 


thy or leſs than the leaſt of God's Mercies, 
£4 The 
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The Ground thereof may be, becauſe the Saints 
beſt know themſelves; ſince they more throughly 
than other Men ſearch their o] Hearts, and ob- 
ſerve their ways, and compare themſelves with the 
pure and perfect Law of God, and take notice of 
their inward ſecret Corruptions, as well as of their 
outward and viſible Tranſgreſſions: And thus come 
they to know more of themſelves than any other 
can, or may ſuſpet of them. And this clearen 
ſight of themſelves brings them down, and lays 
them low. This made St. Paul to cry out, 
Rom. 7. 24. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? This isa 
Note of true Grace, and of a ſanctiſied Heart. They 
are the poor in Spirit, not the proud. in Spirit, that 
are Chriſt's bleſſed ones, Mat. v. 3. The falſe 
Diſciple thinketh highly of himſelf, and wou'd 
be accounted not pixpos a little one, like a true Diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt ; but p*yes Tis Same great one, 
like to Simon Magus, Acts viii. 9. This Spirit is a 
Satanical Spirit. Try the Spirit by this note, whes 
ther it be of God, or no. —A of Had 


But though all the Servants of God ire on the ; 


forementioned account little ones, yet there are 
ſome among them leſs than others, either in regard. 
of their Offices, and Stations in the Church; , ſome 
are in higher, others are in lower Offices, ſome are 
in Office, others not: So in regard of their Parts and 
Gifts, and Graces; ſome are ſtrong, and others 
are weak; ſome the chief, others the leaſt of Saints: 
Some as the Head, and others but as the Finger, or 
the Foot. And tis probable the Text hath the 
moſt ſpecial reſpect (and the Emphaſis of it is the 
greater) to the leaſt of all theſe little ones, and ſo 
the Expreſſion is, Matth. xxv. 40. In as much as 
ye have done it unto unto one of the leaſt of theſe. 
my Bretheren ye have done it unto me. 
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This I the rather take notice of to give a hint 
to Chriſtians in their Charitable Diſtributions, to 
have an eye to ſuch Miniſters or Chriſtians as are 
more obſcure, and leſs conſiderable in the World. 
Poſſibly thoſe of greater Worth and Remark ma 

taſt deeply of their Bounty, every one almoſt hat 

a Kindneſs for them. In the mean time there may 
be ſome poor hidden ones, whoſe worth is leſs but 
their wants are greater ; who being low in thoſe 
Gifts or Graces which would commend them to the 
more publick notice, are almoſt buried in forgetful- 
neſs. It's true that by how much the more emi- 
nent the Perſon is that is releiv'd (cæteris paribus) by 


ſo much the more excellent the Work. Yet ſpe- | 


cial care ſhould be taken that the more obſcure and 


keaſt deſerving among all that belong to God be | 


not forgotten. | | 
The Words thus explained, afford unto us two 
ſpecial Points of Doctrine. wes | 


1. Doct. God taketh notice of every one of his 


Saints, and even the leaſt of them, and of kindneſs 
ſpeed to them. 5 

Though Joſeph was but a Lad, and fold as a 
Slave, yet being one of the Church, one of the lit- 
tile ones; (minimorum minimus; ) yet in Egypt God 
takes notice of him, and of that kindneſs which 


was fhewed to him, Gen. xxxix. 5. Many other 
like Examples are noted in the Scripture; but none 
more fit for our Purpoſe than the Example of La- 


In the laſt Age the Liberality was more ſhewn to Men of } 


Will to be diſperſed over the Kingdom in the pooreſt Places; while 


Note: In this, great Sums of Money hav: been given, and left by 


\ 


ſome through whoſe Hands theſe Charities have gone, have had 


much ado to ſupport themſelves as their Stations requ red; and have 


languiſh d under thoſ- Labours and Difficulties that others in Places 
of leſs Importance have ne, er had. to ſtruggle with, There ſeems to 
be az utter excluſion of thoſe who are not actually in want, in the 
preſent Notions of Charity; asf there was no goadneſs in ſupporting 
the Spirit, the Credit, and the more eminent Uſcfulneſs of thoſe to 
whom others look fox advice and heipe 


Ti 
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zarus, Luke xvi. 20. Though he were a poor 
Beggar, and full of Sores, and deſpiſed of Dives, 
and all his Houſhold ; yet God took notice 
of the Kindneſs which the Dogs ſhewed him, for 
their licking of his Sores is recorded to all Ages. 
Note, thoſe Expreſſions of the P/almi/t, But I am 
poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me, And 
again, Pal. xxxiv. 6. This poor Man cryed, and the 
Lord heard him, and ſaved him out of all his Troubles. 
Quseſt. If you ask, why the Lord taketh notice 
of every of his Saint? eg mon 

Anf. 1. They are all his Children, and of his 
Houſhould ; therefore as a tender, and careful Fa- 
ther and Maſter, he careth for every one. Yea 
they are all Members of the Body of Chriſt. Now 
the Head taketh care of every Member, even the 
leaſt, and taketh notice of every-Kindneſs done to 
any of them. Si LS: 2088 e 

2. They are all by reaſon of Grace in them, t 
Fewels and precious Stones; therefore as a wiſe Few- 
eller he will look to every one of them. Vea that 
often which appeareth leaſt may be of greater worth; 
as a little Diamand is of more value than a far great- 
er Agate. E Pe NE 1 

This affordeth a ſingular ground of Comfort to 
ſuch as in this. World are deſolate and forfaken : 
Though they be left alone (as Elijab was, 1 Kings 
xix. 10.) And as a Pelican in the Wilderneſs": 
Or, an Owl of the Deſart, or as a Sparroto alme 
upon the Houſe top, as the Pſalmift expreſſeth, Pſal. 
cii. 6, 7. Yet is the Lord with them, and takes 
care of them. Now if the Lord be with us, and 
taketh care of us, what need we fear ? How ſhould 
this encourage us to extend our Charity to any one 
of the Saints and Members of Chriſt, though mean 
and little in the World, and not able to recom- 
penſe us; and though none take notice thereof, to 
conſider that the Lord taketh notice and will abun- 
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dantly recompenſe every good Work, yea the leaſt 
kindneſs. we do unto them, Feb. vi. 10. Gad is 
not unrighteous to forget your work, and labour of love, 
evhich ye haue ſhewed towards his Name, in 
that ye have Miniſtred to the Saints, and do Mini- 


ter. W here, God's not forgetting their labour of 


love in miniſtring to the Saints, doth imply, That 
as God taketh notice of their Beneficence ; ſo he 
is, and will be ever mindful of fuch and ſuch Per- 
ſons to ſupport and ſuccour, and every way to do 
them good. F» bg 
And if God will thus remember thoſe that re- 
member the leaſt of his, how will he take it that 


they are neglected? Conſider how it is with God's 
little ones at this Day? Is it not very low with | 


many of them? God takes notice how very low it is, 
whether you will or no; God will not forſake 
them. But that I may uſe the Words of Mar decai 


to Eſther, with tome variation, (Ether iv. 14.) 


If you altogether hold your Hand at this time, 
Relief ſhall ariſe to them ſome other way, but you 
and your Houſe (take heed that Word be not ve- 
rified upon you) ſhall be deſtroyed. But who 
knows whether you are come to your Eſtates for 
ſuch a time as this? | 


Thus I come to the Second and main Point of | 


Dactrine, which ariſeth from the Reward promuſed 
to ſuch as ſhew the leaſt K ir dneſs to a Miniſter, or 
Rightecus Man; though it be but a Cup of cold Ma- 


ter, they ſhall in no wiſe be their Reward, W hence 5 


we may obſerve, : 
21. Doct. That the leaf! work of Charity fliewed to 
a AMiniter or Righteous Man, ſhall be abundantly 
pecompenſed, and that not only Lereafter, but like- 
$vſe here on Earth, | | | 
. .._ Though our Beneficence ought to ex tend unto all 
Wh are in want and come within tle Verge of 
Our 


4 
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our Knowledge and Power, as Gal. vi. 10. A 
cording as we have opportunity, let us do good unto” 
ALL Men; yet I confine my Diſcourſe here to 
Miniſters, and Righteous ones, becauſe they only are 
implied under thofe little ones mentioned in m 
„ 
That merciful Men ſhall be abundantly recom- 
penſed hereafter in Heaven for their Works of Cha- 
rity, there is no doubt, being fo clearly expreſſed 
in the Word of God, Luke xvi. 9. Make your ſelves 
friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſnejs, that when 
ye fail, they may receive you into everlaſting habita- 
tions,” And 1 Tim. vi. 17. Charge them that 'are 
„ nch in this World, that they do goed, that they be 
rich in good Wirks, ready to diftribute, willing ta 
communicate, laying - in ſtore for themſelves a good 
f Foundation againſi the time to come, | that they may 
iy lay hald on eternal Life. 


74 f 
| But the ion is colcdthing temporat 
) f Reward, whether Chriffian Charity,” rightly per- 
rm d, ſhall be recom 8 here in this Tife e with tem- 
f poral Bleſſings : t what Men give Le a way of 


Charity, there i 8 ground to expe? it it ſhall be ere 
returned into their Boſoms again with increaſe. *' 
I deny not but a charitable Man may become 
poor, and be reduced into ſome Streights, through 
Suretiſhip, negligence in his Calling, or in reſpect 
of ſome ſecret Sin, wherein he liveth, which may 
juftly bring a temporal Curſe upon him. So that 
his Liberality i in ſuch Caſes may not be a ſufficient 
| Fence againſt Want and Penury. But this I ſay, 
That as Penuriouſneſi toward the Poor is the readieſt 
way to Poverty; fo Chriftian Chartty, rightly per- 
formed, it the ſureſt way to Plenty and Abundance; 
it being uſually rewarded with temporal Bleſſings here, 
as well as with Eternal hereafter. ' Where —— 
Man to be found, that is the poorer by what he 
bath given to the Poor? N many are the Inſtan- 
3 ä ce 
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ces of ſuch which have met with ſome /gnal Bl:f- 
ſongs from God in this Life, as the Reward of their 
Liberality ? . 1 

This may ſeem a Paradox to many uncharita- 
ble Men, that Giving ſbould be the. ſuręſt way of gel- 
ting, and that the more liberal any Man is, the more 
likely he ig to thrive and proſper in the Wirld, Vet 
nothing more clearly laid down in the Scripture, 
and found to be true by theExperience of Multitudes 
of God's People in all Ages. And I am verily perſuad- 
ed, that there is ſeldem-any Man, that maketh Con- 
ſcience of this Duty, who giveth out to the Poor pro- 
portionably to what God hath beſicwed on him, and 
with an honeſt and upright Heart, but if he do ob- 
ſerve the Paſſages of God's Providence towards him, 
he ſball find the ſame doubled, and redoubled upon him 


in temporal Bleſſings. I dare challenge all the 


World to give me one Inſtance, or at. leaſt any 
conſiderable number of inſtances of any truly mer- 
ciful Men, . whoſe Charity hath undone them. But 


as living Wells the .more they are drawn, the | 
more freely they ſpring and flow; ſo the Subſtance 


of charitable Men doth oftentimes, if not, ordi- 
narily, multiply in the very Diſtribution ;. even as 
the five Loaves, and few Fiſhes did multiply in 
their breaking and. diſtributing, And the Wi. 
dow's Oil increaſed by pouring it out. 
But theſe bare Aſſertions being no full Convicti- 
ons: For the better clearing the Truth of this Do- 
ctrine, I ſhall prove it by Scripture, Examples and 


Reaſons. 


1. For Scripture Profs, there are very man 
both in the Old uae nap, Dr an W bat the 
Apoſtle faith of Godlineſs, 1. Tim. iv. 8. It is profi- 
table unto all Things, having the promiſe ef this Life, 
and of that which is to come, the like I may ſay 
f Charity, it is profitable unto all things, having 
Promiſes of Temporal Blaſſings, as well as of Spiritual 
and Eternal. t L. Deut. 
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Deut. xv. 10. Thou ſhalt ſurely give unto thy Bro- 
ther, and thy Heart fhall not be grieved when thou 
give/t unto. him; becauſe that for this the Lord thy 
God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy works, and in all that 
thou putteſt thine Hand unto, It is not thine own/ 
Labour, or Care, but the Divine Bleſſing that mak 
eth rich, and of that Bleſſing behold here's a Scrip- 
ture-entail, upon the Liberal. And the like we have, 
Prov. ii. 9, 10. Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance,, 
by giving out a Portion thereof tor the Relief of the 
Poor, So ſball thy Barns be filled with Plenty; and as 
thy Barns, ſo thy Shop, thy Cellars, Warehouſes, 
where thou beſtoweſt thy Goods, ſhall be filled with 
abundance, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt cut with new 
Wine. This ſeemeth to be an Hyperbolieal Ex- 
preſſion, yet it ſignifies no leſs than this, that God's, 
uſual way is ta make gend returns of all we lay ous 
upon him and his; and that our wiſeſt way both for 
enſuring and improving what we have, is to make 
our ſelves Creditors to his wanting Sainte. 
A compaſſionate Heart, and an helping Hand 
will gather by expending; ſuch giving is getting, ſuch 
Bounty is the moſt compendious way to Plenty. 
Whereupon the wiſe Man addeth, Prov. xi. 24. 
There is that ſcatteretb, and yet increaſeth; there is 
that with-holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth ta 
Poverty. Who is he here that ſcattereth? Not he 
that waſtes his Eſtate upon his Throat, his Back 
and his Belly, or with the Prodigal upon Harlus; 
but he that 2 his Bread upon the Waters, as 
the Expreſſion is, Eccl. xi. 1. He that diſperſetb. 
and giveth to the Poor, as Pſal. cxit. 9. I his is. 
the ſcatterer in that Text. And what of him? 
Is he waſted? Is he impoveriſhed ? Behold: the; 
quite contrary : The Man is grown rich, be ig in- 
creaſed by ſcattering. Let him look to it, that with-., 
holdeth more than is meet: This is the more 
likely Man of the two to be found ſhortly on the 
TE B 4 unghil, 
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Dunghil. If thon wilt ſecure thy ſelf from Beg - 
gary, keep not God's Beggars from thy Door, nor 
ſend away them empty, whoſe Needs, tho not their 
Tongues, cry in thine Ears, Give for the Lord's 
Jake. Fear not to loſe by laying out, Thy laying 
2 what thou ſhouldft Iay cut hath the moſt Danger 
in it. The Divine Curſe may wither that in thine 
Hand, which thou holdeſt faſt againſt the divine 
Command. 5 | 4 Re 
In the following Verſe we read farther, The li- 
beral Soul ſhall be made fat. The Soul is often in 
Scripture taken to ſignify the Man, and fo it is 
here, and is the ſame, as the liberal Man. To 
be made fat, ſignifies to proſper, to be full, and a- 
bound, or to grow rich in this Warld's Goods; and 
thus it ſhall be, if this Scripture may be credited. 
The liberal Soul.] In the Hebrew it is, the Soul f 
Bliſſing; the merciful Man is a Bleſſing, and hath | 
a Bleffing for ſuch as need him: And he that is 
= a Blefling, ſhall be bleſſed; the Lord God ſhall MF {| 
| bleſs him with an increaſe of his Subſtance, who 
| hath moſt emptied himſelf for him and his. It's 
true that the SOUL of the Liberal properly taken, 
ſhall be a Gainer by his Liberality ; no more 
thriving Chriſtians, than the merciful Chriſtians, 
what they expend in Temporals is abundantly re- 
turned in Spirituals. But becauſe there is ſo much 
of Carnal, even in too many Chriſtians, and we 
| have need of Encouragements ſuited to our Tem- 
|| pers; therefore to our ſpiritual Advantages, which 
are the greateſt, theſe outward Encouragements 
are added as often moſt taking with our too carnal PF} 
Hearts. So that this is the Senſe of the Place. 
The liberal Man, as the Reward and Encourage- © | 
ment of his Liberality, ſhall proſper in the World. 
And as it follows, He that watereth, the Soul of 
the Needy, his Waters ſhall not fail, but he h 4 
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1 be watered ok himſelf. God will givein to kim, 
Ir according as he bath given out to others. 
Ir And for their farther Encouragement, faith the 
- wiſe Man, Pro. xix. 17. He that hath pityon the pour, 
4 lendeth unto the Lord, and that which he hath given, 
r ſhall he pay him again. If that which thou giveſt be 
. repaid thee again, how can it be ſaid to be loſt? In- 
r deed the 80 unto whom thou giveſt, are not able 
to repay thee again, yet having ſuch an all ſufficient 
Surety, as God him I, Vp hath undertaken the 
Repayment, thou need'ſt not doubt thereof. Oh 
happy is chat man that becomes a Creditor to his 
Creator, and 57 70 God his Debtor! whoſe is the 
Earth, and the 11 thereof. Heaven and Earth 
ſhall be emptii ore he ſhall want a Royal Pay- 
mene. ” -.- 


Fear not to bea Uſarer FY thou lendeft unto 


God, make him thy Debtor, and he will ſurely 
pay thee principal ad Intereſt. Allow him his time 
(for that he will have) and he,will not only pay the 
Debt, but allow thee. for the forbearance. The 
ungodly borraweth, and payeth not again; but this. 
ſhall never be ſaid of the righteous God: He is juſt, 
and will make good Payment of whatſoever 1 is lent 


unto him. 


It is true; the Lord loves to deal upon Traft, 


and uſes to make Payment by way of Returns, 
He will be truſted, and thoſe that will not give 
him Credit, let them, if they can, put their 
Eſtates into ſurer Hands, And be uſes to pay by 
the way of Returns, it may be neither in the fame 


Bread, or "Clothes for Clothes, or Money for 
Money, Nor poſſibly may he make his Payment 
1 this foreign Land, where thou art a Merchant- 
Adventurer; but may give thee his Bill of Exchange 
to receive it in thine own Country, that better 
Bs n 
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kind, nor in the ſame Country. Sometimes tis fo, 
that he pays not in the ſame kind, Bread for 
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Country which is thy Home and Inheritance, which 
ſhall be the Reward of thy Works, and Labour of 
Love, which thou ſheweſt to his Name. And if 
he do thus, does he thee any wrong ? Is it not be 
for thee that thou receive thy Goods at thy Home:? 
Is it any harm for thee to receive Silver for th 


Braſs, Gold for thy Silver, Rubies for thy Gold, 


a Treaſure in Heaven, for thy Treaſure on Earth ? 
Doubt not that he will be behind hand with thee ; yet 
ſtick not if thou ſhouldſt be put to it, to wait for 
Payment in full till hereafter; and for the preſent this 
thou mayſt depend upon from Prov. xxviii. 27. He 
that giveth to the poor ſhall not lack, he ſhall have * 
hand what's needful at leaſt. He ſball not lack, a 
there may be more in this Word, than if he had 
faid, I will preſently pay thee all: For all that thou 
haſt, if thou ſhould hold it never ſo cloſe, cannot 
ſecure thee from ever coming to want ; as great ag 
thy abundance is, thou may'ſt come to want before 
thou dieſt, But what thy abundance cannot do, 
this promiſe of God can and doth for thee, even 
give thee ſecurity that thou ſhalt never lac k, | 
Again, Eceleſ. xi. 1. Caft thy bread upon the wa- 
ters, fer thou ſhalt find it after many days. By Bread 
is here meant all things neceſlary for the Support of 


Mens lives. And by cating their Bread upon the 


waters, is meant their giving freely of that which 
they have for the Relief of the Poor, whoſe watry 
Eyes diſcover their great Neceſſity. And though 
that which thou beſtoweſt on them, may ſeem to 
be as clearly loſt and caſt away, as that which is 
thrown down the River, or caſt into the Sea, where 
there is no likelihood of receiving it again, becauſe 
to thoſe who can no ways recompenſe thee 
(whence aroſe that Greek Proverb, «5 8p aveige; 
That ſaweft upon the water, which is uſally apply'd 
to ſuch as beſtow Kindneſſes where they are utterly- 


loſt) Xt thou ſbalt find it after many days, Lavater 


* 
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in locum ſaith, that there is implied a Promiſe. of 


long Life. to the Charitable, that God will lengthen 
out his Days to a good old Age. Tho this falls out. 
true in many, yet I conceive. it not to be here in- 
tended, nor to be the meaning of the words, but 
rather "that though thy reward doth not preſently. 
appear, yet if thou belloweſt thine Alms with a 
ſincere Heart, it ſhall not be loſt,, — certainly be 
returned into thy Boſom with increaſe. 
Further the Lord ſaith. by the Prophet, //a. — 2 
7, 8, &c. If thou deal thy — to the — nd, 
bring the poor that are caft aut, to thy houſe, and when 
thou ſeeft the naked, if thou cover him, and that thou, 
hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh, by turning thy 
Face from him; Then (ſee what a gracious Pro- 
miſe of ſignal Bleſſings follow hereupon) „h thy. 
Light break forth as the Morning, then ſhall the 
Night of thine Adverſity be diſpelled, and the Day- 
ſpring of thy Proſperity break forth as the 7 — 
light ; and thy righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, the: 
Fruit and Reward of thy Charity ſhall be viſible. 
to all; the glory of the To all - thy reward, the 
God of Glory ſhall by his Power and Providence, 
both go. before. — and follow thee with his 
Bleſſing. And verſ, 10. If thou draw out thy foul. 
to the hungry, and ſatisfy the affii aed | fout, afford that 
| —— Relief unto him which hall ſatisfy his Ne- 
ceflity, then ſhall thy Light riſe in Obſcurity,, 2 
Adverſity ſhall be turned into Proſperity. 
the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and All 
Soulfin aue ; as thou didſt ſatisſy the 
Soul by ſuppling his Wants, 2 che Lord il will n 
thee with a ſufficiency-in the greateſt Dearth and 
Famine 3 and make fat thy bro thou ſhalt be 
as arwatered, Garden, and a little Spring of Mater, 
— Waters fail not; an Emblem of a ouriſning 
proſperous Eſtate, which an . . 
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O.ur bleſſed Saviour alſo Matth. xix. 29. promi- 
ſeth that ſuch as for his fake ſnall, in this or any other 
way part with their Eſtates, or any part or portions 
of them, ſhall receive an hundred fold here, and in- 
herit eternal Life hereafter ; here in this Life he 
ſhall have the return of an hundred fold, which 
many Chriſtians have found true in their on Ex- 
perience, and with thankfulneſs to God have ac- 
knowledged as much. 6 a 
And what variety of Expreſſions doth our Saviour 
uſe in Luke vi. 38, to aſſure us of a large Reward 
here of all our Labour and Love ſnewed to his Mi- 
niſters, and Members ? Give, ſaith he, and it ſhall 
be given to yeu again, good meaſure, preſſed dewn, 
and ſhaken together, and running over. For your 
Encouragement unto this Duty of giving to the 


Poor, our Saviour firſt annexeth a general Promiſe 


of return, Give, and it ſtall be given to you again. 


Where be giveth you a Bill of his Hand, that you ſhall | 


be no loſer. by what you give to his Poor, but ſhall 
be repay d, and that with Advantage, as the follow- 
ing words declare, Yo ſhall have good meaſure, preſſed 
down, ſhaken together, and running ever ; We ac- 
count it good Meaſure, when it is'heaped up, but 
when it is not only heaped up, but preſſed down, 
that is more; but when it is heaped up, preſſed 
down, and then heaped up, and running over again, 
who will not fay, that thisis good Meaſure indeed ? 
Yet thus God deals with merciful Men, they ſhall 
have Mercies and Bleſſings, heaped up, preſſed 
down, and running over, How truly then may I 
take up the Words of the Pfalmiſt, Bleſſed is he that 
eonfidereth the poor: He ſhall not only be bleſſed, 
but he ſhall have-Bleflings heaped up, and running 
| over! which the Apoſtle St. Paul expreſſeth very 


Emphatically by the Similitude of reaping and fow-.. 


ing, 2 Cor. ix. 6, He that foweth- ſparingly, Hall 
reap ſparingly, but he which ſaweth — x wr 


reap bountifuly. As Men ſow, fo ſhall they reaps 
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the more liberally 1 give to good Uſes, the 1 more 


bountifully receive from God: Th 
ſhall find a — rveſt, as the Fruit of all 


their Coſts and Pains. r. ran in his Prac- 


tical Catechiſm, quoting theſe Words of the 
Apoſtle, He that froeth L ly ſhall reap boun- 


_ rifully, addeth this — «© By reaping beuntif Fully, 


« ] conceive is meant, not a God's . 
& Retributions of Glory in another World, tut even 
« his Payments of Temporal Plenty, - and Bl:ſſmgs 


here, to thoſe who have been willing to make that. 


&« Ohri lian Uſe of that earthly Tale" em 10 
ce their Stewarding.” 

Thus ycu ſee there are ſo many Promiſes both i in 
the Old and new Teſtament of Texporal, as well 
as of Spiritual 'and Eternal Bleflin ng tothe merciful,” 
that cider can be no Queſtion made of the Truthof 
the Doctrine. And to uſe the. Poa ion of the 
forementicn'd Doctor; 3 By all thoſe e ones from 
the Word of God, both in 4 New and Old Te eftament, 


Iconceive this Doctrine as clear as any in the Stripture; 


Hat the Promiſe of Temporal Plenty to the Libe- 
* ral is fo diſtinet _ ene that it can be na 
4e leſs than, SOOT 
1. A very groſs han of plain Seriptare nat to 
obſerve it, and 
2. An Af of arrant Infidelity, not to believe it. 
Tho? theſe Proofs of Scripture are fuſficient to 
convinceany Chriſtian ef the Truth of the Doctrine, 
yet for your farther Satisfaction, I thall briefly 
pive you the Judgment both of fome ancient Fa- 
thers, and modern Divines concerning the fame. 
Non qui habet & ſervat, ſed qui impertit eff Drves, 
& impertitio, non autem poſſeſſio diuites Tale 
Clemens Alexand, Pædag. lib. 3. Not he that 
ſeſſeth Wealth, and keeps it by him, but he t 
diſtributeth it, is rieh; neither is it the having, but 
* Hying n that makes Men rich. 
Terrena 
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Terrena omnia Servands amittimus, largiendo ſer- 
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vamus. Ifidirus, We looſe all earthly Things by 
keeping them, and by giving them away we keep. 
the | 


m. | | FEES þ SE 
Lucrum eft egenis dare, faith St. Baſil. It's the beſt 
way of Thriving to give to them that are in want.. 
Fæcundus eft ager pauperium, cito reddit donantibus 
fruftum. Aug. Serm. de Divite, The Field of the 
Poor is very fruitful, and quickly yieldeth an In- 
creaſe to the Charitable. 


The ſame Father in his 25th Sermon, de verbis 


Domini, brings in Chriſt ſpeaking thus, Da mihi 
id quod ded: tibi, habuiſti me largitorem, fac me 
debitorem, Sc. Give to me of that which I have given 
to thee; I have been thy Benefactor, make me thy 
Debtor, become an uſurer to me, and I will pay 
thee with Advantage. And in one of his Epiſtles, 
Da madicum ut recipias centuplum. Give a little, 
and thou ſhalt receive an hundred fold. 5 


Da pauperi ut detur tibi, quicquid pauperi dederis 


tu habeas, quod non dederis, habebit alter. Give to 
the Poor, and it ſhall be given to thee. Whatſo- 
ever thou giveſt to the Poor, thou ſecureſt to thy 


ſelf; what thou witholdeſt, another ſhall poſſeſs. 
Pet. Raven. Serm. quodam.. ; * 


. 


eus bis ſolvit hoc fœnus, ſcilicet ſemel in terra, 
Secundo in cælu. In terra enim eleemoſynarits multi- 
plicat opes, in cœlo autem longe plura, & majcra re- 
pendit. God twice pays what's lent to him, once 
in this World, by multiplying the Wealth of Alms- 


« 


givers; and then in Heaven he pays it over and, 


over. Cornelius a Lapid, Pro. xix. 17, Dr. Hams, 
mond, in his Sermon on Deut. xxvi. 12, 13. layeth 
down this Propoſition, © That Alms-giuing or Merci- 
© fulncſs was never the waſting or leſſening of any 


Man's Eſtate, to Himſelf or his Pofterity, but ra- 


ther the encreaſing of it. And thereupon addeth, 
* if I have delivered, ſuch as every Auditor will 


* ng& 


| j 1 b a of it 
* c not conſent to, I doubt not but there be plair 
| Texts of Scripture, more than one which will 
: « aſſure every Chriſtian of the Truth of i it. 22 
them at your Leiſure, Pfal. xli. 1, 2. Pſal. cxii. 
c 7 purpoſe. Prov. xi. 25. & xx. 9. & xix. 
& xxviil. 27, Add to theſe the Words of 
6 „Gui, Mark x. 30. which though more generally 
deliyered of any kind of parting with Poſſeſſions 
« for Chrifiis ſake, are apply'd by Saint Hierom, to 
© the Word'sof Salaman, Prov, xi. 24, There is that. 
© ſeattereth, and yet increaſeth, quia-centuplum acci- 
„ piunt in hoc tempore, becauſe ſaith he, they re- 
© ceive an hundred fold in this World. All theſe 
being put together, muſt faith he, (to my under- 
« ſtanding) make it as clear to any that acknow- 
"76 ledge theſe: for Scripture, as if God th ſhould call 
to a Man out of Heaven by Name, and bid him 
c relieve that. poor Aan, and e bd never be poorer 
fer it, &c. Afterwards in preflingu n his Audi- 
« tors the Duty of Alms-giving.“ This faith he, 
I am reſolved an, tis want of Belief, and nothing 
« elſe, that keeps Men from the Pract; ice of this 
0 Duty, Could ns one e de 1 removed, 
© the leſſen our Malt t piving is 
c the 4 "IE. Ly that one Scandal to Weh fog . 
c Blood be kicked out of the Way, there is. no 9 
Devil would take the be Man's part, no 
other Temptation moleſt the Alms-giv er. 
And let me tell you, that you have no more 
Evidence for the Truth of Chrift coming, for all 
© the Fundamentals of your Faith, on which you are 
content your Salvation fhould depend, than ſuch 
© as I have given FO: for your Seourkey jay ps 
point. | 
Pr. Feremy 27 3 in his Rules of * Holy 8 
treating of Alms, Sect, 8. among 7 5 Matives 
hath this That Portion of our Eſtate out of which 
8 2 Tenthor a F Ich, a Twentieth, or ſome Offer. 


ing 


. 
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c ing to God for Religion, and the Poor goes forth, | 
« certainly returns with a great Bleſſing upon n all 


© the reſt. It is ike the Effuſion of Oil by the 
Sidmian Moman, as long as ſhe pours into empty 
Veſſels, it could never ceaſe running : Or like the 


Widnw's Barrel of Meal, it conſumes not as long 
as ſhe fed the Prophet. 


Mr. Hilder ham in his 22d Lecdure on Pſalm 25. 


ſpea king of Am-giving, faith, It is a Duty that 
| Gol Jath made greater Promiſes unto, than to any 
E peo almoſt that a Chriftian can perform. And 
three ſorts of Promiſes there be that are made unto 
it. Firſt, That it ſhall never hinder, nor beggar a 
Man ; what is thus given ſhall not be 'h A, yea it will 
return again with advantage and increaſe: Yea 
what is thus given. will bring God's Bleſſing upon 
all that we have beſides, Dee XV. 10. 
Dr. Thomas Facemb, in his Sermon on Matth. 

v. 7. Preached at the Sp:ttle, 1657, faith, God will 
return to the merciful Man what he gives to the 
Poor, he will reward him in kind, that look what- 
ever it is that he beſtows, ſhall be in the very kind 


made up to him again; 38 have found this to be 


true: In the Morning t hey have given, may be, 


five Shillings, and beſore Night God hath brought 


them in unexpectedly twenty for it. The l way 
for a Man to encreaſe 555 Eſtate is Charity: Money 
here like the Widow's Oil, the more tis paured out, 
the more it doth increaſe, &c. And p. 26. No 
Man ſhall be the Poorer at the Years end for 
what he lays out upon the poor; you ſhall have your 
Money agaſn, and improvement for it too. 
The Aufhor of the whole Duty of Mun, treating 
of Alms in Partition 17. faith, There is but one 
6 « Non to be made againſt a cheerful we * 
Alus, and' that is, The Danger of impoveri) 
6 ones ſel, by what one gives. To which he an ET, 
2 int words; that this is ſure a vain Suppofition; 


5 Goch 
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3 Way of Thriving | 
© God having particularly promiſed the contrary 
* to the Charitable: That it 1 hal bring Bleſſings on 
C * them, I in theſe outward things, 7, liberal 5 

ſhall be made a, and he that watereth, ſhall Þ 
©; rib alſo „ Prov. xi. 25. He that giveth 
© to the poor, Nall 40 lack, Proy.' xxviii. 27. And 
© many the like Texts there are, ſo that one may 
truly 15 „This Objection is grounded in direct un- 
C belief Ft: e 8 it is, we dare not truſt God; 

© for this giving to the poor, is directly the putting 
© our Wealth into his Hands: He that grveth to the 

© pour, . lendeth unto the Lord, Prov. xx. 17. 75 
© that too on ſolemn Promiſe of Re ent, as 
follows in that Verſe, That which J hath Ae 
* wwill he pay him again. It is amongſt Men 
* thought a great Diſparagement, when we refuſe 
© to truſt them; it ſhews we either think them not 
« ſufficient or nor honeſt, How vile an 14 1 is 
© it then to God thus to diſtruſt him? Nay indeed 
© how horrid Blaſphemy, to doubt the Securty of 
© that for which he thus expreſsly paſt is word, 
© who is the Lord of all, and therefore cannot 
© be Inſufficient: and who is the God of Truth, 
© and therefore will not fail to make good his Pro- 
© miſe? Let not then that Infidel-fear of future- 
0 © Wars contract and ſhut up thy Bowels from thy 

poor Brother; for tho he! dender like to pay, yet 

a G04 becomes: his Surety, and enters Bond with 
* him, and will moſt aſſurediy pay thee witty In- 
© creaſe. 

1 Therefore it is ſo far from being W 
© thee thus to give, that it is thy great Auuantage. 
Any man would rather chuſe to put his Money in 
© ſome fare Hand, where he may both improve, 
and be certain of it at his Need, than to let it lie 
6 unprofitable by him, eſpecially if he be in danger 

© © of Thieves, - or other Accidents, by which e 


robably loſe it: Now alas all thatwe 
1 EY Poſleſs 
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Foſſeſs is in eminent danger of being loſt: Innu+ 
© merableAccidents there are,which may in an In- 
© ſtant bring a rich Manto Beggary ; he that doubts 
©. this, let him but read the Story of 7ob, and he 
vill there find an Example of it. And therefore 
© what ſo prudent Courſe can we take for our 
Wealth, as to put it out of the reach of thoſe 
© Accidents, by thus lending it to God, where we 
© may be ſure to find it ready at our greateſt Need, 
© and that too with Improvement and Increaſe? In 
© which reſpec it is, that the Apoſtle compares 
Almes to Seed, 2 Cor. ix. 10, We know it is the 
© Nature of Seed that is ſown, to multiply and in- 
© creaſe; and fo do all our Acts of Mercy, they 
© return not ſingle, and naked to us, but bring in 
© their Sheaves with them, a moſt plenteous and boun- 
© tiful Harveſt, God deals not with our Alms, as 
6 we too often do with his Graces, wrap them up. 
in a Napkin, ſo that they ſhall never bring in any 


© Advantage to us, but makes us moſt rich Returns.. 


And thereforewe have all reaſon, moſt cheerfully, 
< yea joyſully, to ſet to this Duty, which we have 
© ſuch Invitations to, as well in reſpect of our own. 
© Imtereff, as our Neighbours Needs. 

Thus have you the Truth of the point proved 
both by Divine and Human Teſtimonies. I ſhould 
now proceed to give you ſome Inſtances for the 
farther Confirmation thereof. But I muſt beſeech 
you ie ho the pack two Cautins. 

1. Net to aſcribe the Reward to any Merit of your, 
goed Ii orie, but only to the free Grace, and rich 

Mercy of God. It is his rich Mercy, that we have 


wherewithal to give, and his free Grace, that we. 


have an heart to give, and his abundant Goodneſs, 
that he accepeth our Works of Charity, and re- 


wardeth them with all ſorts of Bleflings, Tempo- 


ral, Spiritual and Eternal; but we cannot merit 
any thing at his Hands by giving him that which is 
his own. | | 2. Though 


4 
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Py is yt gh our Alms-deeds are Saeri rfices N 
and well pleaſing unto God through Cbriſt; "and 
choug h he 1855 ound himſelf by many 200 
Promiſes to reward them both here, and hereafter : 
Yet far be it from us to perform them merely out of 
hope of Reward, but rather for Conſcience ake,. n 
Obedience to the Human ＋ God ( who. hath. requi- | 
red them at our Hands) and i Teſtimony of our 
Thankfulneſs unto him, for what he hath graciouſly 
beſtowed on us. As we are commanded to obey 
the Magiſtrate, not ſo. much for fear 2 f Puniſh 
ment, and hope of Reward, as for. 1 fake, 
in obedience to the Fa Nr of (30d, Rom. xiii. 
5. 80 ought we to diſtribute our Ims, not ſq 
much for the Reward ſake, as out a 
for. the Lord's ſake. 
I deny not but Chriſtians in their well-doing ma 
for their. Encouragement have reſpect to the Re- 
compenſe of Reward, but not any, and 0 
The chief and principal Ends we ſhould aim at 
in all our goods Works, are, The G FH 
and Oba to his Command. 00 to 
the Recompenſe of Revrard ought to be ſubordi- 
nate unto theſe. The Truth is, this De 
Reward ſhould not ſo much be 0 0 
Argument to perſuade us to giye; but as an e; 
of an Objection againſt. Giving. Thou wilt b 
ready to ſay, I may wm it my. falf, $3 Mi 
8 want it: Whereas d o but believe, at Gi 
repay thee, and with Overplus, and the 
that doubt will be taken out of JS Way. .. 
Theſe two Cautions premiſed, I hall proceedin 
t he Confirmation of the Point from the 
of many charitable Perſons, who have in T 
Mercies been abundantly recompenſed for the 
neſs. they have ſhewed to the Miniſters and —— 


5 Obriſt 05 1 
he Widow. of 'Sarepteh nouwridhed the Pr he 
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Eliab in her Houſe during the whole Time o 
Famine; and how did the Lord abundantly recom- 


penſe this her Charity, by his miraculous = | 
reby 


ving and encreaſing her Meal and Oyl, w 
her Family was nouriſhed ? As alſo 12 reſtori 
her Son to Life again, aſter his Soul was departed 

I Kings xvii. 22, And by cauſing the Prophet to 
continue with her many Months, to feed her 
Soul with Spiritual, as ſhe” had his Body with 
carnal, Food. 


How abundantly was the Shunamite's Kindneſs 


to the Prophet El/ha, recompenſed? _. be 
1. By the Gift of a Son after ling Barrenneſs ak | 

& Sy refering, her Son to life again when was 
And. 2 Kings vi. 


Kin 


8 viii. 1, 2. 


the reſtoring 55 her Houſe and Land, ff 


4. By 


in * "Ing abſence ; by .. of the Famine. 


4 Kings viii. 5, 6. 


- Notable is the Inſtance of Fob. What a merci- | 


ful Man he was, we may read, Chap. xxix. 12, 
13, 15. J delivered the Por that ak and the 


Fn, eſs, and him that had none to help him. The 


leſfmg 7 him that was ready to periſh came upon 
I cauſed the Mid. Heart to ſing for 
1 was 55 to the Blind, and Feet [ was to o 


tefs hath mt eaten there; 3 if I have Z any. e- 


ur of Chathing ng, or any Por wit 1 


Covering ; if his Loins haue not hleſſed me, — f | 
he were not warmed with the Fleece fs! 

Then let mine Arms full from my 8. ler Mates 
and mine Arm be #org 455 the Bene. I have 
tranſcribed his on Wor 


thus at large, that 1 
might 


. 9 


By * her of a Famine approaching, | 


NE 
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might ſet this worthy Pattern before the Readers 


Eyes. 

mit) you. | will ſay, What became 'of this icici) 
Man! 75 4 he poſpert Did te flouriſh and grow 

great? be ſo poor as poor Job after all theſe 
Acts of Mercy ? How 1 long after was it, that be; 
find this merciful Man a m rrable Man, ſtripp 
naked of all that ever he had ? But, Firſt, Pr 
was not his awn Mercy, but Satan: Malice that 
brought bim down: It was the Devil that ſet tl 
e and Chaldeans upon him, to plunder ans 

carry away all that he had. A d Secondly, what 
became of Job afterwards, after Satan had done his, 
worſt ? You may read, Chap. xlii. 10, &c. That 
the Lord turned the Captivity of Job, and gave hin 
twice ſo much as he had before, and bleſſed bis lalter 
End more than his Beginning, for he, bad faurteen 
thouſand Sheep, and fix thouſand Camel; a thou- 
ſand Yoke of Oxen, and a thouſand ſhe Jes; * he 
had alſo ſeven Sons and three Daughters. Als xxviii. 
7. We read how Publius the chief Man of the 
Ifland of Melita (into which St. Paul, and many 
others with him were caſt by Ship-wreck) re: 
ceived and lodged them three Days courteouſly : 
And in. the next Verſe we read how the Father of 
Publius, when he lay ;deſperately ſick of a Fever, 
and Bloody-flux, was recovered by St. Paul, and 3h 
reſtored to his former Health. 80 Vkewiſe the 
Kindneſs which the barbarous People of that Iſland 
ſhewed unto Paul and his Fellow-travellers, was 
recompenſed with the Cure of many of their fick 
Bodies. | 
To theſe Examples, recorded in Scripture, I 

ſhall add & few more out of ancient and modern 
Writings. 
St. han (en Mr. Fur in his firſt Tome 
mentioneth amongſt the Martyrs who ſuffered for 
the Ag and SIE of gar having received a 


1 x YM, 
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poor perſecuted Miniſter into his Houſe, was by his 
Godly Life and gracious Exhortations ſo wrought 
upon, that he turned from Heatheni/m to Chriſtianity, 
and at laſt ſuffered as a Martyr for the I ruth of 
Teſus Chriſt, as Beda, and others write of him. His 


indneſs to a poor perſecuted Miniſter was recom- 


penſed not only with his Converſion to the true Re- 
ligion, but likewiſe with the honour of Martyrdom. 
St. Auſtin, having ſet forth the Merciſulneſs and 
Liberality of Conſtantine the Great, faith, Bonus 
Deus, Conſtantinum Magnum tantis terrenis implevit 
muneribus, &c. God gave Conſtantine, that mer- 
ciful Prince more Wealth than Heart could wiſh, 
for his Bounty to the Poor, Aug. de Civitate 
Dei. 1 6 Ys l Ibo | bid dg 
Dr. Hammond in his fore mentioned Treatiſe 


E mentioneth an ancient Story out of Cedrenus, 
of a Few, who upon reading thoſe Words of 
© Solomon, Prov. xix. 17. He that hath pity upon the 
Poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that which he 
© hath given will he pay him again, reſolved to try, 
© whether God would be as good as his Word: 


© Thereupon gave all that he had, but two Pieces 
© of Silver, to the Poor, and then waited and ex- 


© pected to ſee it come again. But being not 
. © preſently anſwered in that Expectation, grew 
© angry, and went up to Jeruſalem to expoſtulate 
© with God for not performing his Promiſe. And 
© going on his way found two Men a ftriving, 
© engaged in an unreaſonable Quarrel, about a 
Stone, that both walking together had found in 
+ the Way, and ſo had both equal right to it; 
© but (being but one and not capable of being di- 
© vided) they could not both enjoy : And therefore 
© to make them friends, he having two Pieces of 
Silver, doth upon Contract divide them betwixt 
© the Contenders, and hath the Stone in exchange 


for them. Having it, he goes on his Journey, 


and 


** 
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© and coming to Fernſalem, ſhews it to a Gold- 
« ſmith, who tel Eq that it was a Jewel of 
great Value, being a Stone faln, and loſt out of 
the High-Prieſts Ephod, to whom if he carried 
git, he ſhould certainly receive a great Reward. 
« Hedid ſo, and accordingly it proved. The High- 
© Prieſt took it of him, gave him a great Reward, 
© and withal ſharply reproved him for queſtio ye] 
« the Truth of Gs 's Promiſes, bidding him 
God the next tine. 
The Story of Tiberius the Red is pertinent to 
this Purpoſe, which take in the Words of that 
Reverend Perſon before mentioned in his Sermon 
at the Spittle, This Tiberius was very famous for 
his _— to the Poor, inſomuch that his Wife was 
wont to blame him for it ; and ſpeaking to him 
once, how he waſted his Treaſure that way, he 
told her, He ſhould never want Maney ſo long as 
in Obedience to Chri if s Command he did ſupply the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Por. And preſently ſee how Provi- 
dence ordered it! Immediately after he had given 
much this way, under a Marble Table which was 
taken up he found a great Treaſure ; and news was 
brought him too of the death of one ' Nar es, a very 
rich Man, who had given his whole Eſtate unto him 
Famous is the Story of that charitable. Biſhop of 
Millain, who as he was travelling with his Servant, 
overtook ſome poor People who begged an Alms of 
bim: Whereupon he asked his Man what Money he 
had about him, who anfwered, Three Crawns, which 
he commanded him to give unto them: But the 
Servant thinking himſelf wiſer than his Maſter, 
them but 855 Crowns, not knowing, what oc- 
cafions they might have for Money before they got 
home. Not long after ſome Noblemen meeting, 
the Bifhop, and knowing him to be a very charita- 
ble Man, appointed 209 hundred Crowns to be paid. 
to the Biſhops Servant for his Maſters uſe. The 


Servant 
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Servant having receiyed. the Money, preſently with 
great joy acquainted his Maſter therewith, where - 
upon ſaid the Biſhop, I bou mayſt now ſee how in 
wronging the Poor oſ their due, by keeping back 
the third Crown which I intended them, thou haſt 
likewiſe wronged me; Si enim tres dediſſes, trecentos 
accepiſſes, &c. If thou hadſt given thoſe three 
Crowns, as I commanded thee to give, thou hadſt 
received three hundred Crotuns, whereas now I 
have but two. Malanc. apud Fob. Manlium in Lec, 
It is recorded of Mary the Wife of Alexander For- 
| neſe, Prince of Parma, that being Childleſs ſhe con- 
cCeived an hope, that if ſhe ſhould take into her 
Houſe ſome Orphan, or poor Man's Child, and there 
train him up, God would beſtow a Son upon her. 
Whereupon ſhe took a poor Man's Son into her 
Care, and gave order for his Education, and ac- 
cording to her Expectation, at nine Months end 
ſhe was delivered of a Son. f 
Suitable likewiſe to this Point is the Story of one 
John Stewart Provoſt of Air in Scotland, who was e- 
minent for Piety and Charity. He had a conſidera- 
ble Eſtate leſt him by his Father; of which he gave 


a great part to the Poor and other charitable Uſes. 


To paſs by many I ſhall mention only one. His 
Heart on a time being much affected with the 
Wants and Neceſſitiesof many of God's People, who 
were in a ſuffering Condition, he ſendeth for divers 
of them to Edinburgh; where being met, and ſome 
time ſpent in Prayer, he made them promiſe not 
to reveal what he was about to do ſo long as he 


lived: And then told them he was not ignorant in 


what a low Condition many of them were, 
and therefore he had brought ſome Money with 
him to lend each of them, yet ſo as they ſhould. 
never offer to repay it till he required the N 
Soon after this, ſuch a Plague brake forth in * 
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the Place of his abode, that Trade much decayed, 
and he himſelf with others were reduced to ſtraits. 


W hereupon, ſome of the Prophane in that Place 


derided him, ſay ing, that Religion had made him 
Poor, and his giving fo much to others, likea ſool, had 


brought him to want. But mark what followed. 


Having borrowed alittle Money, he departs ſrom Ar 
to Reckel in France, where Salt and other Commo- 
dities being exceeding cheap for want of Trading, 
he adventured to fraight a Ship, and load her up- 
on Credit; and went back again through England 
unto Air in Scotland, having ordered the Ship 
to come thither. But aſter long Expectation he 
was informed for certain, that his Ship was taken 
by a Turtiſb Man of War; the Report of which 
did exceedingly afflict him, not becauſe he knew 
not how to be abaſed, as well as how to abound, 

but out of fear, that the Mouths of wicked Men 
would be more opened to reproach his Profeſſion and 
Charity. But ſoon after, tidings were brought 

him that his Ship was ately arrived in the Road, 

and upon his going forth ſaw -it was a Truth. 
And through God's good Providence, :as a Re- 


ward cf Charity, he made ſo much of the Com- 


modities in the Ship, that after the Payment of his 


Debts, he had es thouſand Marks left for 


himſelf. Though his Bread was caſt upon the 


Waters, and to Appearance loſt, yet after many 


Days it returned to him with great Advantage. 


This Story I lately. read in a Book, called, The 


fulſilling 2 Scriptures. 
To t Waldaw, Eſq; Citizen and Mercer, who 


was choſen Alderman of London, is a farther Proof 


of this Doctrine before laid down. T could from | 


mine own Experience ſpeak much of his Branty 


and Charity; as alſo of that plentiful Eftate where-. ; 
with God bleſſed him thereupon. But I ſhall rather. we 
give it "ee in the NIN of that holy Man, and 


a bleſſed 
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bleſſed Servant of Chriſt in the Work of the Mi. 
niſtry, Mr. James Nalton, now with God, who 
was more intimately acquainted with Mr. J/aldow, 
and therefore more fit to- preach his Funeral Ser- 


mon, and to ſet forth his Life for our Imitation. 


His Words are theſe, He was a Man eminent, 
and exemplary in the Grace of Charity ; as appeared 
by his great Bounty manifeſted on every Occaſion. 
Never any god Man, Minifter or other, came ta 


propound any Work of Charity, publick or private, 


that needed to do any more than to propound it : For 


his Heart was fo ſet upon Works of Mercy, that l 


he prevented Impertunity, by his Chriſtian and He- 
roick Literality. He made no more of giving ten 
Pounds to a Work of Charity, than many other rich 
Men make of giving ten Shillings, His C. harily 
had two ſingular Concomitants, which made it the 
more remarkable and praiſe worthy. | 

1. He did good while he lived: He carry d his Lan- 
thorn before him : He made his ewn Hands his Ex- 


ecutors, and his nun Eyes his Overſeers : Some will 


part with their Riches * they can keep them no 
longer; but to be doing good in our Life time, while 
we have opportunity, this is an Act of Faith, and an 
Evi br that we can truſt God with our Eftate, and 
eur Children, that he 0 provide for them, when 
our Heads are laid in the Grave, 

2. He diſpenſed his Charity fo ſecretly, without 
any ſelf-ſecking, or Phariſaical Vain Glory, , that his 


Left- Hand did not know what his Right-hand did. 


herefore did he often go with an hundred Pounds 
under hit Cliak to ſome godly Friends, deſiring them 
10 diſtribute it among ſuch honeſt poor People as aud | 


in moſt need of Relief. 


In brief, he did ſo much good while he lived, as 
if he meant to have nothing to do when he died: WH, 


2 gave ſi largely, when he came to ez as, if he 
Many, 


dine no good when he lived. 


— 
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Mam, I know,' are apt 10 ſay,” they have many. 

Children,” and therefore cannot give, & had Hr. 

Waldow. He had nine Children alive at his Death, 


but the providing for them was no Obſtruttion to his 


Charity, nor Prejudice to his Children, but did ra- 
ther entail a Bleſſing them. © 

M. John Walter, Citizen and Draper of Lind 
was fignally Charitable, not only at his Death, 
but in the whole Courſe of his Life, even from his 
younger Years, - For the avoiding of Vain-glorx, 


his manner was, ta ſend conſiderable Sums of Mo- 


ney to ſeveral Families, by the Hands of 
orhers, in whoſe Faithfulneſs he could confide. 
Whereupon God did not only bleſs him with a large 
Eſtate, but likewiſe gave him ſuch Contentedneſs 
therein, that he fat down abundantly ſatisfy'd :" 
And made a ſolemn Vow and Promiſe unto God, 
that he would give the Surpluſage of his Eſtate 
whatever it was; that for the future ſhould accrew 
unto him from his Calling and Employments, to 
charitable Uſes. That you may be aſſured of the 
Fruth thereof, I here give you his own Expreſ- 
ſons tranſcribed out of his laſt Will and Te- 
ſtament, which are as follow. 
I thought fit to declare, that about twenty Years paſt, 
when the Lord had entruſted me with a convenient B. 
late, ſufficient to maintain my Charge, and afford 
fit Portions for my Wife and Childrmm after my De- 
ceaſe ; I reſolved that what future Eftate the Lord 
ſhould be pleaſed to entruſt me with, to beſtow the ſame 
on Charitable = ; 
Aſter this Vow finding his Eſtate wonderfully 
encreaſed, he began to build Alms-houſes ; one in 


the Pariſh- of St. George in Southwark, another in 


St. Mary Newington ; becauſe in thoſe Pariſbes he 
obſerved many Blind, Lame, Diſtreſſed Poor 


People, and never an Alms-houſe in them. He 


likey wife built a Chapel near one of the Alms-houſes 
C 2 for 
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for the Poor to ſerve God in daily, Having built 
his Alms-houſes, with the Poor's Stock, he bought 
Lands and Houſes of Inheritance, which he ſettied | 
upon the Company of Drapers, for the Relief 
and Support of his A/ms-people, after his Deceaſe ; 
and for the performing other Charitable Gifts men- 
tioned in his laſt Will and Teſtament. While he 
lived, he was wont to go himſelf once a Month 
to his Ams-houſes in his worſt Cloaths (that he 
might not be ſuſpected to be the Founder of them) 
and gave unto the poor People their promiſed Al- 
lowance. Doubtleſs, that is the beſt Charity, which 
Nilus like, hath the ſeveral Streams thereof ſeen, 
but the Fountain concealed. Having built his Alms- 
es, and endowed them with a good Revenue; 
then with the Remainder of the Poor's Stock (Which 
daily encreaſed with God's Bleſſing upon his Pains 
and Endeavours in his Calling) he releived poor Pea- 
ple, and Families with conſiderable Sums of Mo- 
ney ; and gave much Bread MWecily to the Poor of 
ſeveral Out-Pariſbes. All this he did whilſt yet 
living; beſides what he gave upon the like Ac- 
count at his Death; which was alſo very. con- 
ſiderable, as further appears by his Will. Not- 
withſtanding all this, he left to his two Daughters 
about ten thouſand Pounds. This queſtionleſs is 
the ſureſt Way to have our WILLS. performed, | 
to ſee them performed in our Life- time; becauſe -Þ - 
many Executors prove Executioners of WILLS. 
| William Pennoyer Eſq; Citizen and Merchant of 
[ London, was a Perſon wholly compoſed of Mercy. 
: and Goodneſs, Bounty, and Laberality, which+he 
j expreſſed in the whole Courſe of bis Life, even 
— his firſt ſetting up in the World. Many 
| Fears before his Death, he turned great part. of 
| the Stock wherewith be Traded into Lands of In-, 
heritance, to the vaiue of ſcur hundred Pounds. 
Anmum ; and being n Charitable, he lived; - 
As © 
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as frugally as he could, ſpending about two hun- 
dred Pounds a Year upon : himſelf, Wife and Fa- 
mily ; and the remainining part of his Incomes, 
he wholly beſtowed on Charitable Uſes ; as J have 
been informed by thoſe who lived long with ans 
were nearly related to him. 

To give you a clear Demonſtration of his Chriſti. 


an Charity, and of God's Recompenſing the ſame 


unto him here in this Life with Temporal Bleſ- 


: ſings; I ſhall recite ſome of his Legacies bequeathed 


in his laſt Will and Teſtament, to Charitable Uſes, 
paſting by ſuch as he a e to his rich Kindred and 
Acquaintance. 

To poor Miniſters, Wi — and ethers in di 'ſirefs a- 
bout 150 0 J. | 

To four A de Dae 501 

 Likewife 8 oo J. to be laid out here in Woll-clth, 
or other Commodities, to be ſent to New-England, 
for the Uſe of his poor Kindred there. 

Hie gave to certain Truſtzes Lands to the Value of 


ks Pound. per Annum, to Par yu a of 


forty Boy at School. 
To Briſtol 34 l. per W h the N 


nance of a School-maſter,, and Lecturer, to Preach a 
Week day Lecture there; and to other charitable Uſes. 


He likewiſe ſettled 20 l. per Arinum #1 Truſtees, 
for the'teaching 9 forty poor r Children in or near W hite- 
Chappel : An oe, arp fo _ 1 for Tu f 
the Children. - 

He gave' 12 1 per — * the maintaining ; 
a School at the Hay in Brecknockſhire: And 40 8. 
more yearly to buy Books for the Scholars. 

A. alſo 101. per Annum for the Maintenance : 
of poor difireſſed People in the Hoſpital of Bethlehem 


in London. And 101, per Annum to ten of the 
2 oludeft-and pooreſt Cloathworkers, at the Dif- 


an of the Maſter, Wardens and Wr 45 10 | 


fad Company for the time being. 
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He gave 40l. per Annum t Chriſt-Church- 
Hoſpital, for the placing aut four Children yearly : 
Ho 40 8. more yearly to uy each of the Children, a 
Befides theſe, he gave ta his poor lindred — {200 
thouſand Pountls by his Mil, 
And 4 Codicil annexed en he begueathed 
to certain Truſtees a Thouſand Pounds to be given 
to honeſt poor People; as. alſo 3001. for Releaſing 


poor . which Sums have been fv into the 
Loton, and 


Hands of. the Truſtees by Mr. Richar 

Michael Daviſon E/; who to their hanour, 1 
approved themſelves faithful Executors to. this Chari- 
table Will. 

Thomas Arnold, Citizen and Haberdaſher of Ya. 
don At his firſt ſetting up for himſelt, his Stock 
was net great; but being Charitably diſpoſed, and 
ready to every good Work, his Eſtate, rough 

God's Bleſſing very much increaſed, 
His Charity in his Liſe-time appeared not only 
by his forwardnels to Communicate to. the Relief of 
ſuch, whom he ſaw in want; but Ikewiſe his 
frequent enquiring of others, aſter ſuch poor Peo- 
ple as were over-burthened with Children, or other- 
wiſe diſtreſſed. He hired Men with Money to 


make it their Buſineſs to find out honeſt poor Peo- 


ple, on whom he might beſtow his Charity; and 


likewiſe did entruſt others with conſiderable Sums of 


Money, to diſtribute among the pooreſt ſort, charg- 


ing them to have ſpecial reſpect to the honeſt Poor, 


fuch whom they conceived did truly fear . 
He was no ler, but a gainer by his Liberality ; tor 


God fo bleſſed him in his Calling, that he attained 
to an Aldermar's Eſtate, and was choſen to that 


Office. Aſterwards he gave over his Calling in 
the City, and withdrew himſelf into the Country, 
that he might the better mind bis God, end che c 
cern of his ſoul more and the World leſs. 


J 
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John Clark, Doctor of Phyjich, one of great 


| Repute for his Learning, Piet, and Charity: > 


while Preſident of the College of Phyſicians. His 
Caſtom was, to lay by all his Lord's-days Fees, as 
a Sacred Stock for charitable Uſes ; devoting, that 
entirely to God, which he received on his Day; 
accounting it a piece of Sacrilege to appropiate it to 
himſelf, -or any common uſe. en the 
Lord was pleaſed ſo to proſper him in his Calling, 
that though at firſt his Pradlice was little, and his 
Eſtate not very great, yet aftewards his Practice fo 
encreaſed, and the World ſo flowed in upon him, 
that he lived plentifully and comfortably, and gave to 
his Children liberal Portions. | \ | 
IT be like alſo was practiſed by Dr. Fobn Bathurſt, 
with whom I was very well acquainted : His Lord” s- 
days Fees were conſtantly kept as a Bank far the 
Por, and wholly devoted to, and employed for 
their uſe; which was fo far from leſſening his In- 
comes, that by the Bleſſing of God upon his prac- 
tice, they were greatly increaſed by it in a few Years. 
At his firſt coming to London, he brought little with 
him, and had ſmall Acquaintance here (1ori/hire 
being his Native Country, where he had ſpent his 
former Days; ] but the Lord was pleaſed ſo to prof- 
per him in his calling, that in twenty Years time 
he purchaſed Lands of Inheritance, to the value of 
a Thouſand Pounds per annum, to ſpeak. what I 
know to be certain; for in the Repute of ſome, 
ſand Pounds a Tear „ 
Dr. Edmund Trench likewiſe obſerved the ſame 

Courſe, as his Wife, and divers others Friends of 


his Eftate at his Death was not leſs than two T hou- 


his do teſtify. * And it is certain that this was no 
damage, but a great aduantage to him: For he 
"had as many Patients as his weak body would per- 


mit him to viſit. And, though he lived at a 


full and plentiful rate, frequently and cheerfully en- 


C4 tertaining 
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tertaining Miniſters and Scholars at his Table; 


did he gain a very conſiderable Eſtate, which he 


left to his Wife and Children; in whom not my 
his Memory, but his Piety ſtill furvives, 
I have good ground to believe, that many other 


Phyficians do make Conſcience of this Duty; but oh! 


that all would do the like ! certainly they would be 
no loſers thereby at the Year's end, "but find God's 


Bleſſing upon their Calling and Bauen proſpering | 


them in both, 

And here to me occurs a Caſe of Conſcience worthy 
to be enquired into, viz. Whether Phyſicians may 
lawfully appropriate unto their own private Te their 
Lord's-days. Hees; I mean thoſe Fees which they 
receive from their Patients on the Sabbath Day. 

Il deny not but Forks f Mercy may, and ought 
to be done on that day; for, faith the Lord, 
Matth, ix. 13. I will have mercy, and notſacrifice,; 


Mercy rather than Sacrifice. And of the richer 


ſort, eſpecially, they 575 receive Fees for their 
pains, But JI much queſtion whether, they may 
appropriate thoſe Fees tothemſelues: In regard the Lord 
hath afforded us ſix days of ſeven, wherein we may 
and ought to follow our Callings, for the ſubſiſtence 
of ourſelves and Families, but hath ſanctified and 
ſet apart the Chriſtian Sabbath for his own Honour 
and Service: And therefore it ſeemeth but reaſonable 
that what accrews unto us on that day, ſhould be 
ſet apart and employed for his more immediate Uſe 
and Service, But I will not impoſe this as a neceſ- 
ſary Duty, at leaſt upon all, becauſe Circumſtances 
vary; but leave it at preſent to the determi- 


nation of their own Conlciences, who are moſt 


concerned therein. 


Samuel Meads of Puſcy, i in the County of Birks 


+ a Perſon that according to the e, 


Rule, did good to all, but eſpecrall, ly to thoſe of” the 


g . of Faith. He | us'd to ſend Sums of 


Money 
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Money yearly to ſeveral Towns, to Saw upon tlie 
Wilds in Glouceflerſhire, to Nerliche, to Lamburn, 
and other places, for the Relief of their Poor. And 
upon the laſt here mentioned, he ſettled Landsof In- 
heritance for ever for that purpoſe. And to 
Rumſey in Hampſhire he gave by Deed on the like 
account a Leaſe of 99 Years to commence after 
his Deceaſe. The Poor alſo of the ſaid Town, 
whom he calPd his rod gry had during his 
Life Weekly ' Relief from bim; and many other 
Towns beſides were large ſharers in the like 
Bounty, 2 ä ee 
Several poor Children of the ſaid Town, and 
likewiſe of thoſe belonging to Farringdon he ſet to 
School; and did not only pay for their Teaching, 
but alſo furniſhed them with all ſuch Books as. 
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were fit and convenient for them. He alfo Printed 


ſeveral good Books at his own Charge which he 
freely gave to the Poor, that they might the better 
be encouraged to read, and to acquaint themſelves. 
with the Concerns of another and better Life. 
Hle further gave confiderable Sums of Mone 
yearly for the Conſtant ſupply of ſuch Godly Mi- 
niſters as he knew to be in want: And upon ſeveral 
of them he ſettled confiderable Annuities, 10 J. 
201. per annum for their Lives, beſides the Legacies,. 
which were not ſmall, that he gave to ſome of them 
at his death. LN: N 
His hand alſo was ever open and ready to diſtri- 
bute when ever any fit occaſion was offered to 
him; yea, ſuch was the Enlargement of bis 
Heart, and tenderneſs of his Bowels, that he could 
ſcarce paſs by any whom he judged due Objects of 
his Charity, but he freely and bountifully contri- 
buted to their Relief, | 8 
Thus did this pious Gentleman honour God with. 
his Subſtance, and adventure upon] the Royal Pro- 


I 


j- hes words to caſt his Bread upon the Waters ; which 


WO] C5 though 


. F 
| though the unbelieving World accounts folly, * 


* 
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RAE reckon it amongſt their loſſes; yet to his 


advantage, according to the Promiſe thereto an- 


nexed, he found it again, not after many. days; This 
bread, "like the Loaves with which Chriſt fed the 


multitude, was multiplied in his hands, and his Oil 


encreaſed by pouring out. He was but a younger 


Brother, and the Eitate ſettled upon him was but 
800 l. per annum, or thereabouts : And notwith- | 
ſtanding, I had almoſt faid, this exceſs of 


Charity, his Eſtate was ſo far from being ruined, 
or in the leaſt impaired, that not onlythe — bite 


meaſure he received, but much greater, preſſed down, | 
and running over, was meeted out to him and his 
poſterity. So ſignally did God in his life reward hls 
Charity, wiſely adaring by his good Providence, 
that one way or other large handfuls, as over-mea- 
- fure, were from ſeveral hands thrown down into his 
Buſhel. There is now left to his Heirs an Eſtate of 
more than double the value of what he received 
from his Father, beſides the Portions which he 

gave to his five Daughters, which were very conſi- 
derable, to ſome of them more than 2000 l. | 


And here I ho I may, without offence, or vain 


glory, take liberty to mention, amongſt others, 
the Charity and Liberality of my dear and honoured } 
Father Dr. Witham Gouge, late Paſtor of Black-. 


e, London, who was eminent as in other graces, 


0 in this of Charity; from him I firſt heard, 


The tenth part of a rich man's eſtate to be a fit prapor- 4 


tion to be devoted and dedicated to God for charitable 


Uſes. But though he commended that to others, 
yet by what I find in ſome Papers written with his 
- own hand, I may truly fay, he gave the ſeventh 
part of all his yearly comings in, towards the main- 
. taining poor Scholars at the Univerſity, and the 

releiving poor Families an 
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diſtreſſed Perſons. And 
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ed both his Miniſiry, 
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and his outward 2 i ſo mou known .to all 
who lived in his time, that I ſuppoſe i it needleſs for 
me to day any thing thereof; I can truly apply unto: 
4 him the words of the Pſalmift, He was ever merci- 
he ll ful and lending, and his ſeed is bleſſed. 
Jil Many more inſtances of the like nature might 
be added; ſome, who are now with joy reaping in 
the other World the bleſſed fruit of that Seed, 
which they had ſo plentifully ſown in this : Others 
yet living amongſt us; ſome of them have acknow- 
ledged to me, That Cad Harb already rewarded 
them an hundred. fold for what they have lent to him, 
by glving it 10 his poor. But theſe may be abun- 
2 ſufficient to evidence the truth in hand, and 
to encourage and provoke us in imitation of thoſe 
worthies, to a more ready and conſcientious 
tice of this great Duty; ſo eſſential to Chriſtianity, 


is | fo well pleaſing to God, ſo ornamental to our pro- 
ft | ſeſſion, ſo beneficial, not only to our eternal hap- 
d pineſs, but our preſent gain comfort and projyect- 

e ty here on Earth. 


3 The point being thus proved by Scriptures 185 


Examples, we proceed now to the Reaſons for _ 


1 further confirmation of it. 
Io | The 1. Reafon may be talen from the ela 
| | bounty of God; which is ſo great, that he will not 
fſuffer any work ot Charity, ſhewed to any of his 
Miniſters or Children to go unrefarded, without 
a full recompence. Whereupon faith Dauid, Pſal. 
Ixii. 12. Unto thee, O Lord, belongath Mercy, for 
thou rendereſt to every Man according to hns work. 
Though God doth not render a reward to any Man 
for his work done, yet doth he render to every Man 
according to his work. Vea, God doth always 
exceed in his remunerations, to give evidence of his 
grace and 8 God will not be in any man's 
debt long, but wha 
count, he will 
Advantage. 


hath disburſed upon his ac- 
return into his Boſom (ona | 
* 


* 
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The 2d Reaſon may be taken the faithfulne 
and righteouſnes of God; who Laing th MO 
graciouſly promiſed abundantly to recompence and 
reward our beneficence, his faithfulneſs and righ- 
teouſneſs engageth him to make good what he hath 
promiſed ; fo that he cannot but be as good as his 
word. Men may be forward in promiſing, but 
flow in performing: But with God, who is the 
true and faithful one, dictum & fattum, ſaying and 
doing are both alike. All his promiſes are Yea, and 
Amen in Chriſt Feſus. The Apoſtle ſays, Gad is 
not unrighteous 2 your work and labour of love, 
which ye have ed tmwards his name, in that ye 
have Miniſtred to the Saints, and do Miniſter. Heb. 
vi. 10. Here he argueth a certainty of reward to 
thoſe who minifter any thing to the Saints, from 
the r:ghteoufneſs of God, even becauſe he his righ- 


teous, and therefore will not fail to do what he hath = W 


promiſed. Heis notunrighteous to FORGET), 
he will righteouſly remember; and God's remem- 


bring, ſignifies the ſame with recompencing : As he 


will remember Sinners by recompencing their evil 
ways upon their o.) heads, fo he will remember 
his Saints by returning the oor they have done 
into their own Boſoms. 
| The more to aſſure us of much kin] of remem - 
branee from God, the Holy Ghoſt mentioneth cer- 
tainBoots or Roles of Fan Frakes written before God, 
wherein the merciful deeds of his Servants are re- 
corded. So that it is no more poſſible that ſuch as 
are charitably given, and helpful to the poor Mi- 
niſters and People of God ſhould loſe their reward, 
than that God himſelf ſhould ceaſe to be righteous 
or forgetful of his word. - © 
3d Reaſon may be taken from ſeveral metaphori- 
cal expreſſions uſed in Scripture, whereby Aims-grving 
i repreſented to us, as SOWTNG and LE ND- 
IN G, which imply not only à certain return, but with 
increaſe and Advantage, 33:3 8 
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1. Wa find it ſet fe . 
2 Cor. ix. 6. He ich. ſoweth ſparingly 


ſparingly: And he which ſoweth bounti 0 e 


bountiful. This ' proverbial Speec the' "Apoſtl 
applieth to the diſperſing of Alms. Now as Hus- 
bandmen, who ſow their Corn with a liberal hand, 
do uſually reap a crop anſwerable thereunto : In 
like manner, thoſe Chriſtians who ſow their Seed 
of Charity with an open plentiful hand, ſhall reap 
accordingly a plentiful crop; they ſhall find their 
Seed ſown come up with Increaſe, yielding thirty; 


if not ſixty, or an hundred fold here, beſides eter- 


nal Life hereafter, It may be, thou mayſt not 
preſently reap the Fruit of thy Seed, and what 
wonder? Who ſowes, and expects to reap the 
ſame day? The Huſbandman waiteth for his har- 
veſt. Wait thou on the Lord, and doubt not but 
an harveſt will come, that will reward thee both 
for — ſowing and thy waiting. te BF? 
be ſecond Metaphor — Ane girin 
is fer forth in Scripture i is LE NDFNG, and that 
upon uſe, Prov. xix. 17. He that hath pity on the 
poor lendeth unto the Lord, and tbat which he hath 
given, will he pay him again. "Thoſe that lend to 
others receive their own with increaſe : What th 
lay up lies dead, and poſſibly the Thief may brea 
in and ſteal it away; but —— they lend on friends 
ſecurity comes in with advantage. How rich do 
ſome Uſurers grow by this trade of lending? And 
the it be a Paradox that GIVING is a richer 
trade than LENDING, even upon uſe: Vet 
tis a certain truth, for this giving is lending: And 
he that lends to the Lord will find a greater income 
at the Vears end, than he tliat lends to the beſt 
of Men. Therefore as one well faith, Eleemohna 
non eft divitiarum diſpendium, ſed diteſeendj ri 
compendium, queſtuſq; omnium uberrimus. Givi 
to the n not the way to waſt our Wealth, 
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but 
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but the Art of Thriving, and the moſt compen- 
dious courſe to attain unto Riches. Though our 


2 ſeem (as the Seed ſown) to periſh and 


rot; yet believing what we fee not, we ſhall aſſu- 
redly ſee. what we believe, and find (even here) 


ſuch a fruitful increaſe, that we ſhall conclude + | 


giving to charitable wfes is the ſureft and fafs et way 
Getting and Thriving in the 2 


Thus have you the truth of = point confirmed + 9 4 


by Scriptures, Examples and Reaſons, & c. We come 
now to the Application. 

1. Uſeof Reprodf of all unmerciful Men ; who not- 
withſtanding the many charges God hath laid upon 
us, to be rich in good Works, — * to diſtribute, wil- 


- lingly to communicate, to draw forth our ſouls to the 


hungry, to open our Bowels to the Needy ; and the ma- 
nifuld encouragement he hath given us in his word 
hereto, yet do fhut up their Bowels of Compaſſiom 


* 


7 22 them, refuſing to afford tham any fuccour or re- A | 


Such have no love to Chriſt: For whocan 
10 he loves the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in truth and ſin- 
cerity, when he ſuffers his Miniſters and Members 
to want neceſſaries, even Food and Rayment? Is 
this thy love to Chriſt, to ſuffer him to ſtarve ? It 
is evident thou loveſt thy Money more than Chriſt, 
and ſo comeſt under that fearful Anathema, 1 Cor. 
Xxdi. 22. If any love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


let him be Anathema Maranatha: Thefe two 


word's though both denoting a Curſe, are of two 
ſeveral Languages. The former word Anathema, is 
Greek {ignitying accurſed, ſo it is uſed Rom. ix. 3. 
Gal. i. 8. The latter is Syrtack, as Brza obſerveth 
in his Annotation on 1 Cor. xvi. 22. yet 


uſed by the Fetus It ſignifieth, Our Lord cometh. 


MMaran is Our Lord, and athacometh ; intimating 
that ſuch as were under this curſe, were to expect 
no Mercy, but to look for the dreadful coming of 
Chriſt to take vengeance on them. So that as St. 


James 


Way of Thriving, 


. ſpeaketh,, chap. ii. 13. He ſball have 7 21 4 F 2 
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ment without mercy, that. ſheweth, no. 
they think to find mercy. from Chile who Ter 
ſhewed mercy, to him and his 

I will not condemn all the Rich for unmerci- 
fulneſs (God forbid I ſhould) many there are (and I 
would to God there were more) who do contribute 
bountifully to the neceſſities both of Miniſters and 
other poor Saints of God. But yet I have Sh great 
cauſe to ay bog that the hl 1 part of rich men 
amongſt us have their Hearts hardened, and their 
Bowels ſhut up, that they cannot compaſſionate 
others wants; — their hands withered, like his in 
the Goſpel, that they cannot reach them. out to 
any good uſe. 

Oh that ſuch would conſider, that 2 
neſs is a greater ſin than they do imagine. It was one 
of Sadom's Sins which fetched down Fire and 
Brimſtone from Heaven upon them and all their 
Children, Exel. xvi. 49. Unchatitable Men are 
accurſed as in their Liſe, ſo at Fa 27 But 
maſt curſed will they be at the da Judgment. 
Being barren fruitleſs Trees in 's ant | 
they ſhall with the barxen Fig-tree! be furely cut 
down, and caſt into unquenchable Fire. | 

More particularly to ſhew you the miſeries of a 
uncharitable Perſons. 

1. They are accugfed here in euery r. Ml they 
have is curſed... Soo is implyed in that ex- 
preſſion of qur Saviour, Luke xi. 41. Giue 
alms of ſuch es as you have, and all things 
are clean unto yu but without alms-giving nothing 
is clean unto. you, nothing is bleſſed. and ſanQiked 
unto you, but all things are defiled and curſed. 
Not only your crofles are curſes, but your bleflings 
are curſes unto you. So God 8 to curſe 
their very bleſſmgs, Mal. ii. 2. Though thou en- 


elt abundance of this wann e. | 


* 
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às thou art hard-hearted to the Poor and Needy, the 


Eurſe of God cleaves to thy Store and Abundance, 


Oh how fad and lamentable muſt thy condition 


needs be, when thoſe things which are not only 
bleflings in themſelves, but likewiſe bleſſed unto 


others, ſhould be curſed unto thee ! Surely, * be 


thus accurſed is miſery enough. 
* the merciful are curſed here, ſo hall oy be 
N 
ment without Mercy, that hath ſhewed no lercy. 
Such as have ſhut up their Bowels of Compaſſion 
againſt the neceſſities of the Poor, God will ſhut 
up his Bowels of Compaſſion againſt them, and 
let forth his fury upon them; they ſhall have their 


Portion in his Plagues and Indignation, without 


the leaſt drop of pity or mercy. And at the day 
of Judgment Chriſt will ſay unto them, Mat. 
xxv. 41. Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting 
Are, prepared for the Devil and his Angels. There's 


their doom, and why ? For I was hungry, and ye 


gave me no Meat, I was thirfly, and ye gave me no 
Drink. ' Oh dreadful] Sentence]! Every word 


whereof carrieth muchterrour in it, and breatheth 


nothing but Fire and Brimſtone. What! Muft 
they depart from Chriſt the Fountain of Bliſs and 


ereafter, Jam. ii. 13. He fhall have Judg- 


Happineſs? And into everlaſting Fire? Ah 
Wretches ! Curſed indeed. For as the Prophet 


ſpeaketh, Iſa xxxiii. 14. ho can dwell with de- 
vouring fires © Who can dwell with everlaſting. burn- 
igt? An everlafting Feaver, or but an everlaſt- 


ing Tooth-ach, were a miſery unſpeakable. But, 


w pßat are theſe to the hing in that lake which burn- 
th with fire and brimſtone to all eternity ? Oh me- 
thinks, the name of everlaſting fire, and everlaſt- 


ing burmngs ſhould awaken all uncharitable men 


out of their ſecurity, and ſtir them up without any 
farther delay to bewail their former unmercifulneſs, 


.to ** the Pardon _ and unfeignedly to re- 


ſowe, 


the relief of the poor, proportionally to what God 
hath graciouſly beſtowed on them. It may be, 
thou haſt a plentiful Portion of this World's Goods ; 
but oh, "what will it profit thee to live p 1 
here, and to be eternally miſerable hereafter ? Ser 
ouſly I cannot but ſtand amazed to conſider, how 
men who do beleive the words of Chriſt to be true, 
That all uncharitable men ſhall at thelaft-day be 
ſentenced by him to everlaſting burning for their not 
feeding the hungry, nor cloathing the naked; 
yet can be ſo hard- hearted, as not to hearken to 
the cry of the Poor. 

3. The miſeryo nt Bbitable Perſons avetÞ þ in 
this, That Al and neceſſities 2 Ts or cry loud 
to Heaven againſt them. God hath dealt beuntifully 
with thee, loading "thee 'with his benefits, as the 
Pfalmiſt ſpeaketh (P/al. Ixviii. 19.) and hath given 
thee not EN food and raiment, things needful and 
neceſſary but an abundance, an afluency of out- 
ward things, even all things richly to enoy: But 
how many of Chriſt's Miniſters and Members are in 
great want, not having wherewithal to fatisfy their 
own and Childrens hunger? © Whoſe miſeries'like 


the Blood of Abel cry unto God for" verigeance 


againſt thee, ſaying, * Lord there are not d fem tolo 
have enough as to ſpare, a liberal Portion of this 
Wirld's Goods ; with Dives they fare” | 
every day: But "what are we thy wantmg Servants 

the better for them ? "Who of us are warmed" with 
their fires, or drathed with their rayment,” or. ſo much 
as — 55 of the crums of their Table? Mi are ready 
to periſh for want, when they are ſurfeited with their 


lee bs the bleſſing of: them that are ready is 
periſh lite to come "upon theim'? Mili not thou judge 


them O Lord? Certaitily, theſe bitter and laniert- 


table complaints cry loud in the Ears of the Al- 
9 fuch unchriſtian and inhuman — 


o en 6 Wn. 
ſolve, willingly to. give out of their tore towards | 
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ſers. Beware of the cry of the Poor againſt you : 


If thou wilt not hear their cries unto thee, God 


will hear their cries againſt thee, 


4. Thy unmercifulneſs to the poor will proveke C 


to reject thy moſt religious Exerciſes ; Prov, xxi. 13. 


 Whoſo flappet h his Ears at the cry of the Poor, he 


alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be heard. In 
which words Solomon hinteth to us two things, 
1. That unmerciful men, ſuch as turn away 


their Ears from thecry of the Poor, ſhall fall into 


ſuch miſeries as will bring them to their Knees, - 


and make them cry ſooner or later. Here in this 
World, worldly men ſometimes make man 
Prayers, and. their Religion they hope will make 
amends for their - at leaſt. And in the 
World to come, they ſhall imitate their fellow 
Dives in his infernal Devotion. 
2. Though they cry, yet they ſhall not be heard: 
Whether they cry here upon their death-beds for. 
mercy, or 1 in Hell for eaſe, they ſhall 
not be heard. A notable inſtance hereof we have 
in Dives, who though he cried not here, yet he 
cryed in Hell, ſaying Father Abraham have Mercy 


an me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 


bis Finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tor- 
mented in this flame, Luk. xvi. 24. But was he 
heard? Was r. eſt granted? Twas but a 
ſmall requeſt, but yet it is denied. Becauſe he de- 
Nee anger N here in his life to the Poor, he 
was denied a dropof water in Hell. 

And as thy rayers are rejected by God, ſo 
Ukewile will it be vain for thee to ns the word, 

or come to the Table of the Lord. All thy Reli- 
gion will be in vain ſhall I fay? Nay, it win be 
an abomination to the Lord, whilſt that accurſed 
thing thy covetous and cruel Heart, (which the 
Lord aborrethr Pfal. x. 3.) remaineth within thee. 


Think aa dat one Day will excuſe the negleft 


vw + 0 
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thine Alms. The Lord 


| towards the Wants and, Miſeries = God's diſtreſſed 


ones; and ſtreteh ſorth an helping Hand towards 


this eſpecially, be he. hath jo uehementiy pr 


ple of Love, in Obedience to God's Command ſhall 
open his Heart and Hand wide to the Poor, {hall 


find God Bleſling his Stock, and. ig. all 
his Unde As there is a Secret 
out from God upon the uncharitable Man's = 


which blaſteth 


of anather, thas thy. prayi wk — any ſerve inſtead, 2 
thee and al 

thy Sacrifices, whilſt he Lenker 125 A. compeſ- 

ſionate Heart is wantin 

Oh that all e Perſans) * keep their 


Thoughts in ſexious Meditation of theſe things: 


And as they FH to prevent thoſe Judgments, whigh 


- accompany, all mercileſs: Men, they would put in for 
a Share in the Mercies of the Merciſul, and to that 


end, would put on Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion 


their: Belge. This — 4 ty J2 


a an Uſe of  Exbartation,,. to for ub. all. > 
as y — e their Names. unte Chriſt, to — 
Conſcience, as of every Duty commanded by bim, of 


— 


on us in his Word, and enceuraged us unt 


| ſect and precious Pramuſes.  T, bis, Work of. Cha” 


rity. is Mages, and like Samſer's Lias it carrieth 
ber in the Belly of it. Te who out of a Prinpi- 


| his, Projects and 77 —— 
whereby they prove altogether fruitleſs: So thete 
— — Bleſſmg goeth out from God upon the 
charitable Man's Eſtate, whereby - he 

and Proſpers in the World, even to his on N cigh- 


bours Admiration. 


It is obſerved, chat they are the Richeſt Mer- 
chants and Citizens who trade boldly.; Whereas 
they who are fearful to adventure their Goods, bave 
but ſmall Returns. In like manner it is found 


by Experience, that ſuch Chriſtians as are moſt for- 


Wars: 0 ſupply the Wants of the Poor, boldly f- 
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Nn 


venturing | 
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: 

N 
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verituring their Goods upon the Waters, do moſt of 
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all thrive and proſper in ith . When will any 
Man be ſo unwiſe, as to loſe his Riches for fear of 


loſing them? And not rather feem to loſe them that 


hema in Truth find them? Theſe earth y Things 
redly loſt by F and kept by vel be⸗ 


— them. 


What now remaineth but that you look ahout 
you, where you may lay out your Money at the 
eſt Advantage? Make diligent enquiry after the 


Poor Miniſters and Members of Chriſt : Seek more 
after them than they do after you. For myſt ber- 


tain it is, that you get more by giving unto them, 


than they do by receiving from you. You are more 
obliged for their receiving your Charity, t han they 
are unto you for giving it. Whereas you only Re- - 


lieve their Bodies, they feed your Souls, as Prov. xi. 
17. The merciful Man doth good to Bir vin Soul, 


which is refreſhed with Mercy which he ſbeweth o 


others. And whereas they partake of a ſmall Quan- 


tity of your outward Things, you ſhall have the 
ſame in kind here returned feven-fold into your Bo- 
ſoms, and at laſt ſhall be received inte the Kingdom of 
Heaven, prepared for thoſe who have fed the hungry, 
' cloathed the naked, and performed ſuch like works 
of Charity to the poor Members of Chriſt, Mat. 
\XXV. 35. So that you U pledfure not the Poor, ſo much 
by giving, as you profit your ſelves by receiving. ' 
Riches are a mere Uncertainty : Like unto a flock 
of Birds in a Man's Field, who cannot ſay they are 
his, becauſe they ſit there, for" they' take unto them- 


ſelves Wings — fy away. Now in ga with 


"ys uncertain, it will be your Wiſdom, ' | e 


1. To make them as ſure as you can. 


| e To matte the be abr 44 of them you un. 
1. What grea dom than Gitiale ten Het 


And what — way imaginable to make ſure your 
IP — into good Hands? And 
* 


na, which tho” it were rained 
ven, yet the Lord will not allow, that they ho 


is 170 Advice o 
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what ſafer Hands than the Hands of the Lond Put 
them into the Hands of God s Poor, Os 
by put them into God's Hands. 

As in a State Politick, the Lieger Ambaſſaders 


are ſent Abroad to Foreign Kindoms, to ſecure our 


peaceable State at. home,. ſo what we diſperſe and 
ſend Abroad to the Poor, ſecureth thee Reſt at home. 
For as the Poor beg; of thee, ſo they beg for thee, 
that God would preſerve and bleſs thy Nm: : Their. 
Devotions are ſent up to Heaven for thy Security. 
2. And what better Uſe can you make LA ches, than 
by beſtowing a Part of them upon, the Poor and 
Needy ! It being the chief end of giving more uo 
this World's Good oods to ſome thari to others, that. 
they who have the greater Store ſhould give out 
thereof to them who are in want. This was, 
Sabi On ſignified by the 1f aelites gathering. of Man- 
own from Hea-, 


had. gathered more than was needful for en ves 


and their Houſhold, ſhould hoard up the Superfluity, 


But enjoined them to communicate of their Abun- 

dance to ſuch as had not enough, that ſo he that, 

had the moſt, ſhould have wens fel. I ; 1 hs 

that had the leaſt, ſhould have no 

TEE ap pliech to the giving of Alm out. 2 our 
ndance to thoſe that want, 2 Cer. war 1 


By communicating our Riches to the P Poor, we 


ſhall make them our Friends, u. Fate give Evi- 
dong for, us of the Tru of our. Fait and. 
ty, and to by a plenti iu Ren upon us: 5 
f our Saviour, Luke xyi. 2 
2 Feds Friends of the M. ammon of 2 


neſs, that when you fail, they may recei de you. 1 no a 


verlaſling Habitationss Where by e our 
Savicur intendeth .the. r, F this Mordes 
Goods, which he called Mamon of eee 
Wa ordinarily. by worldly Men it Fung 1 
7 

. 
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oully gotten, tmrighteonſly teſerved, and unrigh- 
ouſly nfed. "Fhis he hinteth, that his Diſciples. 


might be more wary about it, and the more care 
ful of mating ele Prienids thereof”; that is, ſo 


to ufe their Riches by reſieving the Poor, as the 


gdod Works done by them puty give Teſtimony 


of their Faith and Charity, which is the part of 


4 


Priends. Friends are ready to give good Teſti- 


monyof one another The Coats and Garments, 


which Dorcas made for poor Widows, Ach ix. 39. 
were ſuch Friends, But mark what follows, 
make to your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may receive 
you into everlaſting habitations. When ye fail, i. e. 
when ye depart out of this World, they may re- 


ceive you into everlaſting habitations, This Particle 
THEY, ſome refer to thoſe that were releived, 
call upon God to recompenſe their Benefactors; 


but moſt refer it to the Riches which they beſtow 


upon the Poor; which, by vertue of the evidence 


they gave of the Faith and Charity of the Gi- 


ver, are ſaid to receive them into everlaſting habi. 


tations. 


” Surely, rich men have a price in their hands, 


wherewith to purchaſe to themſelves à good Inheri- 
tance, had they but hearts to make uſe of it. 
Though Charity pretend not to any merit ex can- 
gruo, or condigno, yet will it be plentifully recom- 
penſed by God both here and hereafter, 
I hope you wilf pardon my zeal in preſſing this 
Duty of Charity {6 much upon you: I do affyre you, 


it is not out of = a to take any thing from 


your ſelves and Chitdren, but only to ſhew go the 
Sureft and ſafeſt way of. Thriving in the Warld'; 
and how you may entail God's bleffing upon your 


Children, and ſo ſecure unto them the Portion 


which you leave them. I am willing to do you a 
Kindneſs, and I ſhall de you a great kindneſs, if 1 
«hf can 
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can but effectually perſuade you to this duty: 


a of Thriving. 


Whatever kindn may herein 'do to thoſe 
who need, I ſhall do a greater kindneſs to 
will be perſuaded to help them in their need; in as 
much as it is a more bleſſed thing to give, 80 to re- 
ceive. And therefore bear with me, if I do not 


only offer you a kindnefs, but ufe ſuch importunity 
to preſs you to accept it. 


The Apaſftle, knowing how backward rich Men | 


ially were to all Works of Charity adviſcth, 
T:mathy f 1 Tim. vi. 17.) not only to commend unto” 
them the duty, but to command it. The Expref- 
ſion ot the do eis very obſervable, He doth not fa 
d dec 222 unto them, but ra gd 2 


them that are rich in this World, as they love, 


their lives, and would fave their Souls, to be ric 
in good Works, As one wittily gloſſeth upon thoſe. 


words of the Apoſtle. © If God ſhould c hh 


« the Rocks,, they would ſend forth Water 


* the Soner, they ſhould become Bread: If the 


< Ravens, they would feed Elijah : If the Quail, 


they would victual the Elan: If the C 4 


© they would rain down Food frem Heaven u 
his poor K ; will you then be more roc 


than Rocks? More ſtony than ſtones? ny 
© ravenous than Ravens? More ſenſeleſs than, 


© Birds? More empty than Clouds? 


If you be rich in this World's Goods, and be, 


not rich. in Good Works, talk not of 1 Faith, 
for. there can be no true Faith wi 


Works, am. ii. 175 Neither tell me of F 


Religion : Fox there can be no true Religion in you, 
ſo long as Bekl. no Conſcience of this 


drink, and to chear 08 hearts, by en 


Pure Religion, faith the Apoſtle James, (hap 1 1. 17.) 
is 5516 To viſit the Patherlef and Widows in the. 
Afi Bien, and you never learned other Religion of us. 

The Tord indeed giveth us leave to eat and to 
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all thy Diſburſements, | 2 


1 The Sareſt and Safeſt 
ſome meaſure of that Portion he hath beſtowed 
on us; but he never allowed us to keep all unto 
our ſelves, or to ſpend it in the gratifying of our 
Sinful Luſts; but commands us to ſet apart ſome 


Portion of our Eſtate for the relief of thoſe for 
whom nothing is provided; Prov. iii, 9. Saith the 


Wiſe- man, Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance. 
He doth not ſay, Honour thy ſelf with thy Riches, 


but Honour the Lord with them. As they come from 


his Grace, ſo they ſhould, be uſed to his Glory. 
Now then we uſe our Riches to God's Glory, 


when in obedience to his Command, we there- 


with ſupply the want of his Children, - who will 


thereby be ſtirred up to bleſs and Praiſe the Name 
of God for his Fatherly care and providence over 


Shall I yet again need to tell thee, that thy libe- 
rality to the Poor cannot bring any loſs to thine 
_Eftate, ſeeing, the more thou giveſt, the more 


thou ' ſhalt, receive? It is fabled of Midas, that 
whatſoever he touched was turned into Geld. But it 
is no Fable, nor Fancy, That the hand of Cha- 
rity can do it, can extract Grace out of your Goods, 
Righteouſneſs out of Riches, and Heaven out of 
Earth, The imparting of Goods to ſuch good 
uſes, whilſt it ſeems to impair, doth mightily im- 
prove what you have to your moſt ſingular advan- 
tage. The more liberal any Man is, the more 


likely he is to be a rich Man: The mercy of God 


will crown his Beneficence with ſuch a Blefling 


and Store, that he ſhall find ke will never be be- 


hind hand. It's nothing which the Poor receive 


from him, in compariſon of that Bleſſing which 
he ſhall receive from the Lord. It may be, thou 


doſt not find thy Store thereupon preſently increaſ- 
ed, yet if thou diligently obſerveſt the Paſſages of 
God's Providence towards thee, thou wilt ſooner 


or later find thy ſelf abundantly re- imburſed of 
ane d. . 1 
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I told you before that I am willing to do you a 
kindneſs ; and that it may be a kindneſs indeed, I 
muſt farther tell you, not. only what you ſhould do, 
but How you muſt do it, that you may not loſe your 
Reward, And if you would be real Gainers by 
whatever you thus fa out, obſerve the following 
DIRECTIONS. | 
I. Give your ſelves to the Lord, and with your 
elves all that ever you have, to be ſo laid out, tule- 
ther upon your ſelves or others, as he dath appoint and 


require. 


2 Cor, viii, 2. The Apo/ile boaſting of the Ma- 


cedonian Chriſtians, and of the Riches of their Li- 


berality, tells us, ver. 5. That they firſt gave them- 
ſelves to the Lord, He that will not give himſelf to 
the Lord, is like to give but little elſe. And if he 
ſhould give all that he had, and only with-hold 


himſelf, God will not accept, nor reward it. Got 
will have nothing of thee, if he may not have thy, 


Heart. a « 


Give your ſelves for ſervants to the Lord, to 
ſerve him with your Spirits firſt, and then with, 
all that you have. Make over your ſelves to God in 
Chriſt to be his Covenant Servants, and thence- 
forth count and ſay of your ſelves, as the þoftle 


teacheth you, 1 Cor. vi. 20. I am nat mine own, 
but muſt henceforth glorify God with my Body and 


my Spirit, yea, and with all that 1 have, which | 


are his. 


He knows not what he lays, that ſays I ſerve 


the Lord, who hath not firſt given himſelf to him for 


a Servant ; God will not be ſerved by Aliens. And 
he hath but lied unto God, who ſays, I give my 
ſelf to the Lord for à Servant, and doth not actually 


ſerve him with all that he hath. He that hat! 
given himſelf to the Lord, will with-hold no-- 


He | 


thing from him that God . have. 


— 4 ” 
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He that will ſerve the Lord with his Spirit, will 
as readily ſerve him with all that he hath. God 
that hath given us his Sn, how will he not with him 
freely give us all things? Rom. viii. 32. And that 
Man that' hath given God his Soul, will keep back 
nothing from him. 8 | 
Friend, thou ſay'ſt thou art the Lord's, and 
haft devoted thy ſelf to him; thou hopeſt that thou 
art Chriſt's, and hath joined thy ſelf in Covenant 


_ unto him, reſolving to be his Diſciple: But, which 


way runs thine Eſtate? Whoſe Houſe is this, 
theſe Lands and this Money which thou haſt, are 
theſe the Lord's too? How is it then that thy 
Lufts have ſo much of them at their Service? 
'T hat thy Pride hath ſo much, and thine Appetite 
ſo much, or that they are all impropriated and 
kept by thee to feed thy Covetouſneſs ? Is all thou 


haſt the Lord's? How is it then that thou grutcheſt, 


or thinkeſt ſo much of every little that he calls for 
from thee? Thou who wilt not in every caſe part 
with ſo much as God calls for, art either a Lyar, 
or a Robber. Either thou didſt not give all to God, 
when thou ſaidſt thou didſt, and then thou art a 
Lyar Or if thou didſt give all, and yet will not 
let him have what he calls for, but beſtoweſt it 
elſewhere, then thou art a Robber. 

Obj. But ſome will jay, muſt I give all I have 
to the Poor, and fo leave my ſelf and my Family to be 
Beggars! Or, hat elſe is your meaning, when you 
ſay, I muſt give all to the Lord? 1 

My meaning is, That you ſo give all to the Lord, 
as to reſolve to diſpoſe of your whole Eſtate to ſuch 
Perſons. and Purpoſes, as God orders and appoints 
Fau. The Lord would have you live and maintain 
your ſelf, and provide for your Family ſoberly, 


© according to your rank and degree (ſome extraor- 


dinary caſes being excepted.) But ſtill you muſt 
allow no more to your ſelf, nor no leis to thoſe . 
need, 


1 need; than is according to the will ee 
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pleaſure of the Lord. 

Some other will here put in el ſay: But 7 am 
free and bountiful, and give great Ams; I caſt my 
Bread upon the Waters; I give a Portion to Six, 
and alſo to. Seven : I deviſe liberal things; I delight 


io ſhew Mercy. 


Doſt thou ae. Tis well thou doſt, God's Blef- 
ſing on thine heart for it: Tis great pity that any 


liberal Man in the World ſhould loſe his Reward; © 
and that thou mayſt not loſe thine, take this Coun» 


ſel of a Friend that loves thee. See that thou haſt 
ſincerely given up thy ſelf to God as his Covenant- 
Servant,” and art a devoted Diſciple of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that theſe thy works of Mercy are in 
purſuance of thy Covenant, as a part of that Ser- 
vice which thou oweſt and haſt vowed to thy Lord, 


whoſe thou art, and whoſe Talents thou n 5 


all thou haſt. And look to this the rather, becauſe 
it's poſſible that Men of great good Works may 
be, as of little Charity, ſo of little Faith alſo, 
which is that Grace which entitles God to us, 
and all we do, and obtain our acceptance with 
Him. | Firſt, by Faith give thy ſelf. to him, and 
then by Charity ſerve him with what thou haſt, 
and then doubt not of a plentiful return. ; 

II. Offer up your Gift upon the Altar. Give 
your ſelves, and with your ſelves, all that you 
have, through Chrift, unto God, Let him be your 
Altar that ſanctiſies your Gift : * Tis through him 
alone you will be accepted, Eph. 1.6. He hath made 
us accepted in the Beloved, Let your Soul. be 
ſprinkled with his Blozd, and thereby waſhed from 
your Sins, from your natural and contracted Guilt 
and Pollution, and then they will be a Gift accep- 
table to the Lord. Do not think you have no 
mote to do, but to give your ſelves as you are to 
the Lord: You have given your ſelves to Sin, 
1 D2 „ 
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and now, it may be you think, you will give your 
ſelves back to the Lord: But know there is 


more in it than ſo. Thou art in thy ſelf a guilty / 


and defiled Soul, and God will have none of thee 
in this aſe > Go to Chriſt firſt, and get him to 
cover thine Unrighteouneſs, and to cleanſe thee 
from thy filthineſs, put thy wretched Soul into his 
Hands, and let him preſent it unto the Father. 

And whatever thou giveſt with thy. ſelf, thine 
Amt, thy Bread, or thy Fleſh, or thy Maney, that 
thou haſt for his Poor; put it alſo into the ſame 
Hand, and let him preſent this alſo to the Father 
for the uſe of his Servants. 

Chriſtians, I would have you Givers, not Loſers. 
I would. not have you Loſers, either by Saving, or 
by en Giving. | 
1. Be not Loſers by ſaving, That's the next way 
to le all, by thinking to ſave, and keep all to yaur 
ſelves. He that will fave his Life, (by not laying 
it down when God calls for it) hall /zſe it. And fo 


he that will ſave his Eftate, (by refufing to lay it out 


where God would have him) is in great danger & t9 
laſe all that he hath. 

2. Loſe not by unprofitable Beftawing. All is 
beſtowed unprofitably, as to thee, to whomſoever 
thou giveſt it, which is not given firſt; through 


Chriſt unto God, and to his Servants for the Lord's 


fake. It may be profit however to them, who re- 
ceive it, but no profit to thee who giveſt. Tis 
only what's given to God, and to Men for God's 

fake, for which he becomes Debtor. _ 

III. Fetch all your Alms out of your Hearts. 
Drow forth thy Soul to the Hungry, Iſa. lviii. 10. 
Give what thou giveſt, 1. Out of a willing Heart. 
2. Out of a compaſſumnate Heart. 3. Out of a tank: 
”=_ Heart. 


1. Outof a willing Heart; Give willingly, 2 FR 


ix. 7. Every Man as he purpoſeth in his A 


*% 


— 


— 2,4 
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lit him give, not grudgingly, or neceſſity, for God 


leveth a cheerful Giver. An A in Scripture is 


called a Sacri 2 ſuch a Sacrifice as is well- pleaſing 


unto God, Heb. xiii. 19. To do good, and to com- 
municate forget * for with fuch Sacrifices God is 
well-pleaſed. Now all our Chriſtian Sacrifices are 
to be Free-will Obligations, An Alms without a a 
Will, is. a Sacrifice without an 3 ah _ 5 


| rejected of God. 


2. Out of ac ee Heart Get a com- 
paſſionate Heart, and fetch all thine Alms out- of 


thine own Bowels. *Tis the hard Hearts of Men 


that ſhut up their Purſes Thou ſay ſt that thou 
haſt not to ſpare, thou wanteſt it — ſelf, or thoſe 
about thee may want it: No, thou wanteſt an Heart, 
and that is the reaſon that thoſe who are in Diſtreſs 
muſt want thine Ams. A Compaſſionate Heart 
would find nn or other 1 thoſe that are 
in want. 

Get a Compaſſionate: Heart. God isa God of 
Compaſſion, and his Children are Compaſſionate 
Children. Col: ii. 12. Putt an (as the Elac of Gad) 
Berbel of Mercy. 1 John i ili. 17. Wheſe hath this 


 #iirld's Goods, Tan feeth his Brother in need, and 


utteth up his Bowels of Compaſſion from him (or ts 
a Man of no Bowels) how dwelleth the love of God in 
him? W hateyer thy Profeſſion or thy Religion be, 
or thy hopes be concerning it, thou haſt nothing 
of God in thee, thou art none. of His, if thou 
have no Bowels. God is a God of mercy, and 
all his Children are merciful. - 

Worldling, wilt thou prove thy ſelf to be u Child 
of God ? Would'ſt thou prove that the Faith thou 
haſt is vain, - thy Religion vain, and that thou art 
but a Pretender to the Love of God, and haſt not the 
Love of God within thee ? This unmercifulneſs of 
thine will put it out of queſtion, If thou haſt no 
Bowels of n the Love of God is not in 
thee. | D 3 O 
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O get a compaſſionate and merciſul Heart. 


Haſt thou received Mercy, and wilt thou not te © 


mercifu}? Doſt thou hope for Mercy, and wilt 
thou not ſhew Mercy? Put thy (elf into thy poor 
Brother's caſe for a time, think how hard tis 
with him, think of bis hunger and nakedneſs, of 
his preſſing Straits and Miſeries; let thy Soul go 
into his Houſe and fee his raked Malls, his cold 
Chimney, his empty Cupbeard, his ſtarvixg Children, 
and then think again, O how if it were thus with 
me! Ah poor diſtreſſed Creatures] How are they 
pinch'd and firaitned, whilſt I have enough and 
abound ? O my Bawels how can you but yern ? O 
mine heart, how can'ſt thou but bleed over fuch 
diftrefled ones? Haſt thou nothing to help them? 
There's enough in my Houſe, there's enough in 
my Purſe to yield them Relief, but is there no 
Alms for them in my Heart? Can I have the 
Heart to ſee them pine andperiſh, and do nothing 
to help them? Where are ye, O my Bowels ? 
where are my Compaſfions? O my Soul help, and 
ſend Portions to them ſor whom: 3 is 155 
ie ne 
3. Out of a thankful . e wide 
God hath done for thee: Haſt thou any ſenſe or ex- 
perience of his ſpecial Love to thee, in Chriſt ? 
W hat ſhould that produce ? | The: ſenſe of divine 
Goodneſs in a way of Common Providence calls for 
all due acknowledgment from us: But a fade of 
his paternal love in pardoning our Sins, and juſtifying 
our Perſons, and enſtating us in eternal Life' and 
Happineſs, upon the account of his Son's ſufferings, 
and dying for us; this is, as the ſtrongeſt Motive to, 
ſo the moſt commanding reaſon of our Charity, or 
Beneficence to our F cllow-creatures, ww ſtand 1 in 
need of it. 

In Chriſt the Beams of God's Mey are con- 
center d, as the Beams of the Sun are in a Burn- 


works. 
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ing-glaſs, which falling upon our Hearts, thera are, 
or ſhould be hereby inflamed, and made to burn 
with greater heat of Love and kindneſs to all in 
want, eſpecially to all who bear his Image. The 


right Spring of Mercy to our N. It or 16 the ſenſe 


of God's Mercy towards us. 

IV. Let all your Streams © flow into the 
Ocean, My M eaning Is, Let pe = 1 to * 
Glory of God. T his SY be your laſt end, 


which all muſt be directed, as the Apoſtle _ * 
1 Cor. x. 31. Mhether you eat or drink, I may 


add, l ou give to eat, or to drink, er 


| whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Let 


this be chiefly i in your Eye and your heart, that 


God may be glorified, Other f ubordinate ends thers' 


are, As refreſhing of the Needy, the adorning our 
holy Profeſſion, the Edification of others by our good 
Example ; but all at laſt muſt end here, that G 
may be glorified. 

Take head your end be not to glorify, your 
tives, As Worms breed in the faireſt Fruit; ſo 
Pride and Vain-glory are apt to creep up out of the 
beſt Duties, 


V. Let your works of Charity be done in 8 | 


givi ng unto God the hanour of them, by acknowledg- 
ing that as what you have beſtotued on the Poor, you 
firft received from him: So it was his goodneſs to give 
ou an heart to give any thing out of your abundance 


towards their Relief. Yea, you ought to be very 


jealous over your ſelves, Jeſt * hath been ſome 
hypocriſy, and ſelf-ſeeking in your works of Charity; 


acknowledging that you are ſo far from meriting, 


Heaven and Salvation by your good works, that, if 
God ſhould deal with you according to the figour 
of, his Juſtice, he might caſt you into Hell, for 
that Pride and Hypocriſy which cleaves to FO. beſt 


D4 Kr 


' 
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ſet upon this Duty, tate theſe, 
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VI. Let your works of Charity to Men be accom- 
panied with Prayers and Thankſgrvings unto God. 
Thank God, that he hath put you amongſt the 
Grvers, and not amongſt the Receivers, it being 4 
more bleſſed thing to give than to receive: That he 
hath put you amongſt the Grvers, and not the 
With-holders : That he hath given you an*Efate to 


give, and an Heart to give. Thank God, that 


he will accept a Gift at your Hands ; that He, 
whoſe is all you have, and to whom it is owing, 
will count that a Gift, which is but the Payment of 
ſo ſmall a part of your Debt: Say with David, in 
1 Chron. xxix. 11, 13, 14. Thine, O Lord, is the 
greatneſs : Both riches and honour come from thee; 
Naw therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praiſe 
thy Glorious Name. But who am I, and what is my 


People, that we ſhould be able to offer / willingly after 
this fort ? For all things come of thee, and of thine 


own have toe given thee. | 
VII. Grveout proportionably to what God hath gi- 
ven unto you, The Apoſtle adviſeth the Corinthians 
to give, as. God hath proſpered them, 1 Epiſt. xvi. 2. 
Rich Men therefore ought to be rich in good 


works, for God expecteth Fruit anſwerable to the 


Seed which he ſoweth. Hath he abounded to you 
in this World's Goods? You ought thereupon to 


be abundant in Good Works towards others: Your 


Pounds are expe&ed, where the Widow's Mites are 
accepted. 4 © TO n 

Having given you ſome Directions for the man- 
ner of beſtowing your Alms, I ſhall briefly ſhew 


you the means how to attain to this Grace of 


Chriſtian Charity. Po 


Now the means I ſhall preſcribe ſhall be,. 
r. Such as tend to diſpoſe your Hearts to this Duty.” 


2. Such as may by God's bleſſing help you in the bet. 


ter management of it. 125 
1. For means to bring your Hearts to be willing 1s 
(1) Oft _ 
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(1) Oft call to mind and imprint on your memories 
the manifold Precepts in the Scriptures, requiring this 

Duty at your hands. As alfo the many gracious Pre-, 

71 God 1 bath there made for the encouragement | 

his People to it; and then reaſon thus with thy ſeli, 

What ? Hath God commanded me (Deut. xv. 10. 

" _ unto my Brother according to his neceſſuty #" To 

my Bread upon the water ? Eccl, xi. 1. And 

hath 5 our bleſſed Saviour commanded me, yy Vi. 

1 To give unto the Per? l 
b : "And hath the Lord for my encou it 
thereunto promiſed, that he will bleſs me in all my 
_— and all that I put my hand unto, proſper me 
my Trade and Calling? That my Barns ſhall be 
ö filled with Plenty? That what we hall give or lend 
unto the Poor, he will pay us again with Intereſt? That 
though I caft ny Bread upon the Waters where it may 
ſeem to be loſt, yet I fhall find it after many days, 
it ſhall certainly be returned into my ' boſom with 
0 increaſe ? 7 jou hath my Saviour for my encourage- 
ment promiſed, Luke vi. 38. That if 1give unto 
the Poor, it ſhall be given to me again, good meaſure, 
preſſed dewn, and ſhaken together, running over 2 
Then dertainly, there is no ſuch compendious way to 
thrrve and proſper in the World as by my Liberality 2 
the r. 

(2) Prefer Heaven and the things thereof before 
Earth, and earthly things, Though the temporal 
Reward which I have ſo much inſiſted on, be a 
great encouragement, yet the greateſt encourage- 
maent is the ſpiritual and eternal Reward that the 
* Lord hath promiſed. And that this ma / be the more 
preyailing encouragement, learn to efteem and prize 
things Spiritual and Eternal above all things that are 

but Temporal: © Suppoſe it ſhould ſo fall out, that 
you ſhould: never receive in kind what you beſtow, 
yet count thoſe: temporal things put off at the beſt 
rate, which. you receive in things Spiritual and 
| Ds Sternal. 
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Eternal. Value Grace and Glory above all the | 


Treaſures of the Earth, and count your ſelves to 


grow rich Men according to your abounding/in 


Grace, and your Evidences for Glory. And 
eſteem it an unthrifty Saving and holding in, where 


you have an opportunity to improve in your inner 


Man by expending of your outward Subſtance, _ 

Till Heaven be valued above Earth, this great 
Argument encouraging to Acts of Bounty and 
Mercy will loſe its Efficacy. When God ſays, 
Caſi thy bread upon the waters, for thou ſhalt find it 
again after many days, the Worldling will be ready 


to demand; But how ſhall I find it ? In what 


way ſhall it be returued me? Shall I have Bread 
for Bread, or Money for my Bread, or Houſes or 
Lands for my Money 4 Probably thou mapy'ſt. 


But ſuppoſe not * yet it ſhall be better then ſo, 1 


thou ſhalt have in Grace what thou parteſt with in 
Bread or Money. Thou ſhalt reap in FOOT, 
what thou fowellt om the Waters 
I., but the Worldling will reply; 7d not mean to 
part with my Bread or my Money fo." No, I know 
thou doſt not: But the reaſon is; becauſe thou lo- 
veſt the Earth more than Heaven. Thou ſayeſt, 
Will Grace feed me? Will Grace cloath me? 
Can I keep my ſelf and my Family? Can we 
live and be maintained and preſerved from Po- 
verty and Beggary here, by hopes of ory here- 
after ? 

Go, fool, and learn deter what God is, and 
what his everlaſting Mercy is; let the laſting Trea- 


| ſures, the durable Riches be more priz d and 


valued by thee; and this will ſtop thy mouth, and 
 filence thine Heart from ſuch vain Reaſonings, 
Thou wilt never again ſay, I cannot ſpare my Bread, 

or my Money, when by ſpending it for God thou 
ſeeſt thou makeſt him thy Debtor, who will pay 


it thee again in Spiritual and Eternal good —_ 1 
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if once thou account theſe to be better than thy 
Bread, or thy Money. 

But, till thou art come to be fettled in this Judg- 
ment and Belief, both that the good things of God 


are infinitel better than the good things of this 


Earth; and that what thou ſowęſt in-the Earth, 
thou ſhalt certainly reap in Heaven; till thou 
comeſt in good earneſt to be of this mind, God's 
Poor are like to be but little the better for thee, 
This, my Brethren, will effectually do it, this 


will open your Hearts and Hands in Bounty and Li-. 
berality for God, when you come to be rooted in 


in the practical Belief of this Principle, upon which 
the practice of all Religion ſtands, and is upheld 
in the World; That heaven is better than Earth: 
If this other be added to it, that what 1s fincerely. 
laid out for God in the Earth, ſhall certainly be re- 
payed in Heaven ; beſides that return which the 
Lord in this World oftentimes 2 to the Cha- 
ritable. 
2. For the Means tending to top y ou in the 
un management of it, take theſe: _ 
Either follow the Example of the Primitive 
Chr: i/tians, in ſetting apart ſomething every Lord's 


Day out of the foxmer Week's gettings. 


Or, 2. Devote unto God à certain Portion of the 
Yearly Incomes for Charitable Uſes. 

That the former way of ſetting apart ſomething, 
every Lord's Day for the Relief of the Poor, was 
the Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, is elear 
from that of the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 1, 2. Now concerning the Collection for the 
Saints, as ] have given order to the Churches of Ga- 
latia, even ſo doye. Upon the firſt Day of the Week 
(which is the Lord's Day) let every one of yon lay by 
bum in ſtore, as God hath proſpered him. This way 
and courſe concerns ſuch in ecu. who live upon 
derer Labours. Sh 5; wn 
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But to ſuch Gentlemen, and others, who live up- 
on their Rents and Offices, and to ſuch Merchants 
and Citizens who once a Year caſt up their Ac- 
counts, I would commend the latter way of devo- 
ting unto God acertain Portion of their Yearly In- 
come by Rent or otherwiſe, and then ſeparating it 
from the reſt, to account it a Sacred Stock for the 
Poor, not to be employed to any other uſe. | 

All Men naturally (through the Corruption that 
isin them) are hard-hearted, and cloſe-handed, ve- 
ry unwilling to part with any thing conſiderable 
upon ſudden occaſions for charitable Uſes. But 
having aforehand ſet apart ſomething, their Ears, 
Hearts and Hands, are open to every charitable 
Motion, and very ready and forward are they the j 
more liherally to contribute thereunto of what is 
laid by; rejoicing that they have met with ſo | 

good an Object of Charity. 1 

As for the quota pars, what end every. | 
one ought to ſet apart out of his Yearly Income for 
good Uſes ; I do not find it particularly ſet down in | 
the Word of God, and therefore dare not poſitively | 
determine the ſame : And the rather, becauſe 
there are fo many Circumſtances which alter the 
Caſe, that no certain rule can be given, but ſhall 
leave jt to the Difcretion and Ingenuity of the pru- 
dent Chriſtian, 
But though the Scripture doth not determine the 
exact proportion to be ſet apart for good Works, 
yet doth it command us, to give out proportionably to 
that God hath given unto us; to open our hands wide 
to the Neceſſaties of the Poor ; tobe rich in good Works, 
and the like, Yea the Scripture doth commend un- 

do us the examples of very bountiful Chriſtians, as 
of Dorcas, who 1s ſaid to be Full of good Works, and 
Alms-deeds which ſhe did, Acts ix. 36. And of Cr. 
nelius, who is ſaid to give much Ams, Acts x. 2 
And of the Macadmian: who are ſaid, 1 one ” 
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their poꝛver, yea and beyond their Power, 2 Cor. viii." 
3. It likewiſe commendeth unto us the Example of 
Jacob, who in Teſtimony of his thankfülneß unto 
God for what he ſhould beſtow upon him, vowed 
the tenth thereof unto God, for pious and'charita- 
ble Uſes, as Gen. xxviii. 20, 22. And Jacob vowed 
, 4 v2w unto God, ſaying, of all that thou ſhalt give ne, 
[ will ſurely give the tenth unts thee, 
Sk examples are left upon record for our mi- 
tation; for as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Rom. xv. 4. 


| Whatever things were written aforetime, werearit 


ten for our Learning, and for our Admonition. The 
moſt that I have heard or read of, who have taken 
this Courſe, to conſecrate unto God a certain por- 
tion of their Eſtate to charitable uſes, have follow- 
ed the Example of Jacob, in giving a tenth part 
unto God. — as God did exceedingly. bleſs 
Jacob after his Vo-; ſo hath he likewiſe eſſed 
very many others, after the like Vow unto God. 
Mr. Stock in his Funeral Sermon at the Burial off 
the Lord Harrington, ſpeaking of bis Charity, de- 
clared that in his liſe time, he gave the tenth part 
of his yearly Revenue to the Poor. Mr. Gatater 
in his Funeral Sermon, at the Burial of Mr. John 
Parker, Merchant and Citizen of London, ſpeaking 
of his Charity, faith, That at his fit ectual 
Call, among other things he then reſelued upon, this 
was one, to ſet apart every year a tenth of his Gain 


for the Relie " of the Poor and Needy ; and that Gd 
from that time abundantly advanced his Eftate. And 


queſtionleſs, if ſuch Merchants, who uſually en- 
ſure their Goods upon their apprehenſion of danger 
at Sea, would ſincerely promiſe unto God, in Tef- 
timony of their Thankfulneſs unto him, the tenth 
of what ſhould come ſafe into their Hands, they 


might receive far greater Returns than they do. 


n the Life of Dr. Hammond, written by Dr. 


Fell, 4 find this Expreſſion, © The Rate and Sum 


* 
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f what the Doctor devoted, was the Tenth of all! 

's Income, wherein he-was ſo frrieth punctual, 
c 15 commonly the firſt thing he did was to compute, 
© and ſeparate the poor Man's Share, And how his 
Stock increaſed notwithſtanding his abundant giv- 
ing out to the Relief of others, the Hiſtory at large 
declareth. The like I read in the Life of Mr. 
William Wheatley, Miniſter of Banbury, that for 
many years he ſet apart the Tenth of his Yearly 
Incomes, both Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical, and that 
has Eftate proſpered the better after he took that Courſe. 
To theſe I could add many more out of the Lives of 
good and charitable Men, and out of ſeveral Fune- 
ral Sermons, which are in Print : And could name 
many now living, who have devoted the like, 
and a greater Part out of their Eſtates for Charitable 
Uſes, and are ready to atteſt the Truth of this Diſ- 
courſe, That they are no loſers, but great gainers in 
Temporals by what they have given to the Por. | 
Mr. Richard Baxter in his Learned and Uſeful 
Piece, called, 4 Chriſtian Directory, Part the 4th. 
Fol. 195. Treating of the quota pars, what pro- 
portion is meet for moſt Men to devote for Chari- 
table Uſes, whether the tenth part of their Increaſe 
be not ordinarily a fit proportion ? hath this Ex- 
par => 

© Though the e of the tenth part is tos much 
fer ſome, and much too little for others, yet for the 
© . moſt part I think it is as likely a proportion as it is 
« fit for another topreſcribe in particular. 

Yet I would not be thought to impoſe this as a 
proportion to be obſerved by all; for all Mens 
Hearts are not alike inlarged with love and Bounty ; 
and ſome there are who have no more than is neceſ- 
ſary for the comfortable ſupport of themſelyes and 
Family ; from whom lefs is required for the Relief 
of others. But I would adviſe ſuch whom the Lord 


bath n wich a plentiful Eſtate, ſo that their ne- 
\ ceſſary 
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* Expences are, or be, far leſs than 
— Incomes, to devote a tenth part of their whole | 
Yearly. Income to Charitable Uſes : I ſay of their 
whole | yearly Income, without firſt deducting any 
part thereof for Diet, Clothes, or ather neceſſary 
Expences; for the tenth of the remainder will be a 
very inconſiderable proportion, for a rich Man. to 
| devote to Charity, aad far ſhort of that Wer the 
; Scripture — 2 call for. 
5 And know aſſuredly, that this col is fo far 
from being a means of diminiſhing your Stock and 
K-22 Store, that if it be managed as it ought, according 
Y to the forementioned Rules and Directions, it is the 
ſureſt and ſafeſt means, the moſt compendious 
courſe of increaſing it, through the ſecret Bleſſing 
; of (God, which accompanieth the ſame ; which 
| hath been rags d in the foregoing 
| Diſcourſe, ' ' 
1 But be careful an bet * 2 thine | 
| Ams; for by giving to ſuch common Beggars, 
3 who are able to work, and yet are ſo lazy, that 
they will not work, but would live by the Sweat of 
other Mens Brows ; by relieving ſuch, we ſhall 
maintain them in their idle and wicked Life; and 
they who are truly poor Objects of our Charity, 
will be neglected, or at a leaſt ſcanted of that, wich 
of right belongeth to them. 
IJ I am not againſt the a of all Den ; 
ſome of them I know are blind, others lame, aged 
and paſt their work; theſe impatent Poor, in re- 
gard of their preſent Condition, are Objects of 
Charity; but net the impudent Poor, who have 
ſtrength enough to work, and will. not; thaſe 
: canting Vagrants, who are the burthen 'of the 
Kingdom, for tbeſe I have no Charity: Neither 1 
had the Apoſtle St. Pawl, who towards God s Poor 
was full of Compaſſion; but for the Devil's Poor, 
— RS 2 75% iii, 10. That if any 


would - 
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would not "work, neither ſhould he eat; that hunger 
and neceſſity might drive them to labour. Eraſmus = 
mentions a kind of Mercy meeteſt for ſuch, tis 
miſericordia puniens : Surely the whip is more their 
due than Fd: Bridewell to entertain them than 
an Alms-houſe. 

3. Another Means for the attaining this Grace 
of Chriſtian Charity, is this, Be earneſt with God 
in Prayer, that he would be pleaſed to beſtow upon thee 
that aderning and enriching Grace of Charity, and 
accept thy Offering. This Sacrifice, as it muſt be 
offered up to Heaven; ſo it muſt be fetched from 
Heaven. The gift of a merciful and charitable 
Heart, is one of thoſe Gifts that come down from 
above, even the Father of Lights, Fames i. 17. 
Tf thou receiveſt not this Gift from God, thy poor 


Brother is like to have no gift from thee, Now it 


muſt be thy prayer that muſt fetch down this Gift 


from God. Lift up thy Heart to the Lord, and beg 


a merciful and compaſſionate Soul ; beg of God 
that he would make thee ready to every good Work, 


willing to communicate to the poor Members 


of Chriſt, according to thine ability, and their 


Neceſſity, that thereby thou maye/t lay up in fore for 


thy ſelf a good Foundatim againſt the time to come, 


and ſo lay hold on Eternal Life : Pray for a willing 


Heart, and pray for acceptance of thy Gift, that 
thine Alms may be ſuch a Sacrifice, — ſo offered 
up, that therewith the Lord may be well pleaſed. 
Having thus ſhewed you the Means on our part to 
be performed for attaining and exerciſing this Grace 


of Charity : I ſhall cloſe this part of the Diſcourſe 


with anſwering two or three Objections. 
1. Some object the greatneſs of their une the 


number of their Children, who muſt be cared; for, 
and thereupon have little to give to the Poor. 


Anſw. 1. Haſt thou many Children? Thou 
abe et the rather ta be Charitable, that thereby 25 
| maye 
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ä mae intail God's Bleſſing upon them, which is the 
Portion, and ſureſt Inheritance thou caiſſt leave 
: N that will ſecure their Stock, and improve 
their Store; whereas Unmercifulneſs to the Poor 
will intail a Curſe inſtead of a Bling upon the 
Perſons and Eſtates of thy Children. | 
2. Thou who objecteſt the number of thy Children 
as a'Plea for thy Parſimony, how juſtly may God * 
leſſen the number, and fo take away this Excuſe, by 
raking thy Children from thee. 

3. Suppoſe thou haſt many Children, it may be half 
a ſcore, reckon Ged for one mor-; give unto him a 
Childs Portien ; I mean, beſtow upon the Poor, 
for his ſake as much every Year as one Child ſtands 
thee in; give unto them a Child's Portion, and I 
dare boldly ſay thou wilt not be the poorer, but ra- 
ther a great gainer. For thereby wilt thou procure 
God's Bleſſing upon thy ſelf and Children, which 
in truth, is all in all; and without which, all is 
like to come to nothing, as we ſee by daily expe- 
rience: which made St. Auftin ſay,” Havedi præſta- 
bis, quicquid miſericordizs cauſa de gjus portione de- 
traxeris, de Tempore, Serm. 76. That which thou 
giveſt out of thine eſtate to Charitable Uſes, will 
be no loſs to thy Children, but rather a great advan- 
tage, Yea, the Spirit of God in ſetting forth the 
Happineſs of a merciful Man, faith, His Children 
ſhall fare the better for his Goodneſs and Bounty 3 
as P/al. XXXVii. 26. Heis ever merciful, and lendeth, 
and his ſeed is bleſſed ; that is, will bleſs his 
Children, not only with Spiritual, but alſo Wich 
Temporal Bleſſings. 

2. Another common Obpection is, Many 
Profeſſors in theſe days are very barren in good 
Works. 

Anſw. Fruttleſs and uncharitable Chriſtian may 
make a profeſſion of Religion, but queſttonleſs they are 

not fond C 2 nor fincere Profe 3 — 
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moſt certain it is, that That the Elect of God do put- 
en Botueli of Mercy and Compaſſion, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, Col. iii. 12. And therefore an uncha- 
ritable Chriſtian is a mere contradiction. For who 
is a Chriſtian but he who conforms himſelf to the 
Law and Life of Chriſt ? The ſubſtance of whoſe 
Law is Charity, and whoſe Lite was ſpent in going 
about doing good, ſome way or other, to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men and Women. 

Wheoſoever therefore hath this World's Goods, and 
fſeeth his Brother have need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels 
of Compaſſion from him, and will not communicate 
any thing conſiderable towards his Neceſſities; 
let his Profeflion-be ever ſo. ſpecious and glorious 
in the Eyes of Man, yet certainly he is but a rotten 
Profeſſor, and diſſembling Hypocrite in the ſight of 
God. In Mattb. xxv. 34, 35, 36. we find 
that Liberality to the Members of Chriſt is made 
che ſpecial Touchſtone of true Faith and Godlineſs, 
For they are the Charitable Perſons, who at the 
great Day of Judgment will appear to be the Sheep 
at Chriſt's right Hand, and ſhall hear that joyful 
dentence of Abſolution, Come ye bleſſed of my fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, from the 
Foundation of the world ; for I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me mrat 1 was thirſly, and ye gave. me 
drink : I was a firanger, and ye took me in: I was 
naked and ye cloathed me: 1 was ſich, and ye viſt 
ted me I was in priſan, and ye came unto me. 
And on the other ſide, all unmerciful Men, 
who have not relieved Chriſt in his Members, 
whatſoever profeflion of religion they have made 


here in this World; yet at the laſt day will appear 


to be the Goats ſet on Chriſt's left hand, ard ſhall 
hear that dreadful Sentence of Condemnation, 
Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels: For I was an 
bungred, and ye gave me no meat J w | 
55 | \ an 
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and Ye gave. me no drin, I was a flranger, and ye 
took me not in, naked, and ye cloathed me not : fuck 
and in Priſon, and ye viſited, me not; ver. e 
43. Hence it, erben e that as Mercy and Bounty 


to the Poor Members of Chriſt, is a conſpicuous 


Evidence of. true Faith, and ſincere Godlineſs in 


a Chriſtian, and Gignally declare him pious: 80 


Unmercifulneſs to them, is a clear mark of Infi- 
delity and Ungodlineſs, and ſignally declare him 


to be an Unbeliever, and a wicked and prophane 


Perſon. Therefore I. ſhould. much queſtion the 
Sincerity of their Faith and Piety, who making a 


| profeſſion of Religion, ſhew little or no Charity 


to the poor Members ot Chriſt. For as the 
Apoſtle 354 ſpeaketh, Chap,. 1. Per. 29. Pure 
religion and undefiled 1 God, and the Father, 
is this, to viſit the fatberliſi and widows in their 
ictim. Implying, that Works of Mercy and 
Charity rightly performed, are clear Evidences of 
the Truth of our Religion, and gf the Sincerity of 
our Profeſſion, And if /you-Jogk, into the Scrip- 
tures, you ſhall ſcarce — of 4 Man truly Godly, 
but you may read alſo, that he was Mercitul and 
Charitable, forward to every good Work. So 
much ſhall ſuffice for this Point of Doctrine. 

A word or two for my Brethrens ſake of the 
17 Doctrine raiſed from the foregoing Verſe, 

which is the principal Ralgtthoe intended by mn 
Saviour, which was this: 

That all needful Succuur, a a e 
ment __ to be N in Nin to the Anglers of 
the Go Wort 
Ke gmt ig in comdienting Object to our 
Charity, in the firſt place — Prophets, 

and then Righteous ones, ſaying, He that receiueth 
a Prophet in the name of a et, ſhall receive a 
Prophets Reward, and then addeth, Hs that re- 
cgi verh a Righteous Man in the name of a Righteous 
Man, &c, Indeed 
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Indeed, fo general muſt be the extent and ema- 


nation of our Charity, that it muſt not exclude a 
who are in want and diſtreſs. For though we may, 
and ought to put a difference between Men upon 
whom we beſtow our Charity; yet ought we not 
to reſtrain it from' any Men who are in want”; but 
muſt act the Grace of Charity towards 'them WhO 
have not the Grace of Faith. Yea we ought to do 
good unto all, as the Aprſtle exhorteth, Gal. vi. 10. 
But e ecialy unto them who are of the houſhold of 
Faith. TIN among them chiefly to the Mmiters 
of Ch So as this Object of Charity, Prophet, 
is not here to be taken ercluſtvely, but by way of 
Eminency and Prefer ment. Miniſters are "before, 
and above others, with mate L and e 
nefs to be winiſtred unto. 
The People of Tfrael we d were commanded 
once and again not to leave nor ſorſake their Le- 
vites, eſpecialh when they were reduced to any 
Strei revohts and Fr encies, as Deut. xii. 1 9. and xiv, 
1 >" Then we 
. G o_ left and forſaken by 


the People of _ 
W lie under an — or — F 1 
ö The xamples of God 's People that FI gone 


before us in the performance of this Duty are many, 
both in the Old and new Teſtament. It is recorded 
to the perpetual Praiſe and "Commendation of | Oba- 


diah, that he hid the Prophets of” God by fifty in a 


Cave from the Cruelty of 'Fezabel, ana ſuſtained 


them with Food, and Miniftred all things neceſ- 


ſary unto them, 1 Kings xviii. 13. We read like- 
' wiſe how the Widow of Zarephath nouriſhed the 
Prophet Eljah in her Houſe for many Days and 
Years, even ſo long as the Famine continued, 


1 Kings xvii. 15. 16. The I good 


Shunamite to the Prophet Eliſha. — + ne 
 2"'Kings iv. 8. &c. 7 fell on — that Eliſha pa 2d 
a , there —— a" great Moman, and ſbe 


1 conſtrained 


s ſhould the Miniſters of 'the | 
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conſtrained him to eat Bread; that is, to refreſh 


himſelf with Food. And ſe it was, that as oft as 


he paſſed by, he turned in thither to eat Bread. 
Having found good Entertainment, and , hearty 
Wellcome, he did the oitner viſit the Family, 
And ſhe ſaid unto her Husband, Behold now I perceive, 
that this is an holy Man of God, which paſſeth by 
us continually, let us make a little Chamber, I pray 
thee, on the Vall, and let us ſet for him there a Bed, 
and a Table, and a Stool, and a Candleftick, Under 
theſe, other neceſſary Accommodations are 
comprized. The good Woman deſired of her 
Huſband, that a Chamber might be made for the 
Prophet on the Mall; perhaps not that ſhe wanted 
room in her Houſe to lodge him, but becauſe ſhe 
conſidered, that the noiſe of a great Family might 
be ſome diſturbance to the Prophet's Study and De- 
vot ion; therefore thought it convenient to provide 
ſuch a Chamber for him, where he might be more 
retired, and have free ingreſs and egreſs; that 
by thoſe Accommodations he might be W 
the oftner to take up his Lodging there. | 

Rom. xvi. 2. It is ſet down as the height and 
crown of Phebe's good Works, that ſhe had been 
a ſuccourer of the Apoſile Paul, in his wants and 


rait. And in 2 Tim. i. 16. we read how 


22 rus refreſhed. and relieved the podle in his 
ering Condition, and was not aſhamed of his 
— ; that is, though he were a Priſoner, and 
under reſtraint for the Goſpel's ſake, yet Ongſſphorus 
owned him, ſhewed him all reſpect, ſuccoured and 
relieved him in that his low Condition. Gaius like- 
wiſe, a godly wealthy Citizen of Corinth, is famous 
for that kind Entertainment and Succour which he 
gave to the Apoſtle, and the Church with him, 
Rom. xvi. 23. 


It is recorded to the Commendation of King 


E Gord the lixth, that he afforded all needful 
Succour, 


£ * * 
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Succour, and good Entertainment to Bucer, Fus 


gius, and other Divines, when they. fled” into this 


Kingdom, by reaſon of the Troubles in their own 


Nation. And Beza, in his Epiſtle ad Regem Ja- 
cobum, maketh an honourable mention of a liberal 
Collection of the Church of Scotland ſent to the 
_—_ Miniſters, . who were baniſhed R a6 gt 
cauſa 

ere are fair Copies FRE. to write Aber; And 
indeed why are theſe things written, and left up- 
on Record to Poſterity, but for our earning? 
Not ſo much for our admiration as our mutation, 


that we might follow their Steps, and write after 


their Copy, which St. Paul teſtifies of the Mace- 
domans, 2 Cor. ix. 2, How that very many .of 


them were ſtirred up and provoked to 'a liberal Con- 


tribution to the poor Saints at Jeruſalem by the for- 
war ng and zeal of the Corinthians. And St. 
Auſtin (Confeſ. lib. ix. cap. 2.) conſeſſeth, that 
the 2 xamples of God's Servants, did burn and ch. 
his own luke-warmneſs, and heir fervent L eal 
ſet an edge on his Devatim, © 
To theſe Examples 1 ſhall add a few RE A- 
SON 8 for the bene enRening this Bear. _ 


you. - 


Reaſon I. n An en being upported; are 


like to be moſt ſerviceable to the Church" of Gol. 
They are Spiritual Fathers, to beget Men unto 
Chriſt. They are his Ambaſſadors, and ſtand in 


his ſtead to reveal the Myſteries of the Kingdom, 


ſent forth to be Reconcilers betwixt God and this 
ſinful World; to pray and beſeech them to be re- 
conciled unto God, 2 Cor. v. 20. Their Work 
is to bear the Name of God, to publiſn the Sal- 
vation of God before the World; ; to open the 
Eyes of the Blind; and to turn them from Dark- 
5 to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, 


and 


2 
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and an Inheritance among them that are ſanctiſied: 
In which reſpect Miniſters of the Goſpel are more 
uſeful and ſerviceable in their Generation, than 


either Lawyers, Phyſicians or Tradeſmen, which 
42 are uſeful enough. 


. Lawyers indeed may be a means of fottling 


| rs Right in your Goods and Lands: But Mini- 


feers of ſettling your Right to your heavenly Inhe- 


rn itance. 


2. Phyſicians may cure the Maladies of your 


Bodies: But Miniſters are ſent ta cure the Diledics 
of your. Souls. 

3. Merchants, and all forts of Tradeſmen, may 
repleniſh a Land with all manner of Commodities 
neceſſary for this Life : But Miniſters only bring 


in ſuch Heavenly and Spiritual heh ge ry as young 


up into the everlaſting Treaſure. 

So that by ſupplying their bodily wants, ty, -you 
do comfort and refreſh the Souls of many nd 
what better Charity imaginable, than by — 
the temporal Wants of ſome few, to ſurther the 
everlaſting Salvation of many? Oh what Cauſe 
will their Souls have to bleſs God to all Eternity 
for your Charity, who have been converted by 


the Miniſtry of thoſe whom you * refreſhe@ | 


and ſupported in their Work! 

Reaſ. II. Another Reaſon may ho ale fan als 
Conſideration of the Quality of the Perſons for whom 
L am pleading : They are not ſo mean as out- 
wardly they appear. They whom you behold ſo- 
poorly clad, walking ſo dejectedly, being deſti- 
tute of many outward Comforts, are Men en- 
dowed with many and ſingular Prerogatives and 
Privileges, not only above the reſt of God's 
People, but likewiſe above the moſt lrias 
Angels, | 

Compare them firſt with the People of God ;' 
or are wed the Lord's Sheep ; Theſe the Sbe- 


« ew. 
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pherds of the Flock, Ezek. xxxiv. 2. They Chit: 
&ren in God's Family; T heſe Spiritual Fathers, 
who by the Seed of the Word beget Men unto 


God, 1 Cor. iv. 15. Therefore the Spirit of 


God vouchſafeth them this Dignity, to be called 


ouyigyor T8 Oer, fellow labourers with Gad. 
1 Cor. iii. 9. l 
Concerning Angels; true it is that they and 
Miniſters are fellow Servants, Rev. xxii. 9. But 
yet Miniſters have ſundry Prerogatives above them. 
1. Angels rejoice at the Converſion of a Sinner, 


Luke xv. 10. But by the Miniſtry of Prophets 


Sinners are converted unto God, Acts xxvi. 18. 
2. An Angel was ſent to Cornelius, to adviſe 


him whither to go to be inſtructed : But a Miniſter . 


inſtructed him in the way of Life, As x. 6, 34. 
3. Was the Word of Reconciliation ever com- 
mitted to Angels *- To Miniſters it is com- 
mitted, 2 Cor. v. 18, It is obſervable that the 
Ambaſſage of Miniſters is not ſimply «yyaia 
Mefage, but tvzy yay the Goſpel, the glad Ti- 
dings of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, into which 
the Angels themſelves do deſire to look, 1 Pet. i. 12. 
The Lord hath alſo committed to his Miniſters 
the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, which are 
the Seals of his Covenant, whereby all his pre- 
cious Promiſes are ratified and confirmed unto 
us. As in reſpect of the rich Treaſures of 
God's Word committed to their diſpenſing, they 
are the Lord's Treaſurers, fo in reſpect of the Sa- 
crament, they are the Keepers of his great Seal, If 
theſe Officers be great under mortal Princes, what 
are they under the King of Kings ? 22 
1 have taken the liberty in a few Words to 
ſet forth ſome of the Privileges of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel ; partly for the Comfort and Con- 
ſolation of many of them under the preſent Mi- 
ſery and Poverty which they ſuffer, rather than 
| to 
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» * to ſin againſt their Conſciences, and partly for 


the Incitation of others, to afford them that double 


Honcur, which the Apoſtle calls for, 1 Tim. v. 


17. namely, the Honour of Reſpeft, and the Ho- 
nour of maintenance, that they ſuffer them not 
to fink under their Burthen, but afford them ſome 
ſeaſonable ſuccour and relief, ſuitable to their preſent. 
Wants _ 1 15 | 

Reaſ. I ecauſe Miniſters are ofteneſt expoſed 
to Sufferings and Ber and af mg 
ef relief. The Bow of the A 1 of Reli- 


gion is bent moſt againſt the Teachers and Lead- 


ers of the People. That word, 1 Kings xxii. 31. 
Fight neither with ſmall ar great, fave only with 
the Ning of lrael, is often changed into, Fight 
neither wi ſmall or great, but only againſt the Pro- 
phets of the Lord. Smite the Shepherds, and the 
Sheep will be ſcattered. Experience enough tells 
the World; who they are that are ſet in the 
front of the Battle, and who are the firſt that fall 
by the Power of the Adverſaries. And who ſhould 


be moſt in the Ihe of Chaviy, but —_ are f | Th 4 
ic „ 


in the Eye of Ml 
Beſides, for whoſe fakes is it e that Miniiffers. ire | 
ſo often brought ſo low? Is it not for Your ſakes, 


whoſe Souls are dearer to them than their own _ 


Subſtance ? Is it not often upon this account, 


becauſe they will be faithful to you, and will not 


keep ſilence, nor ceaſe to watch over you, and 
to warn, and to inſtrut you from BY, to 


Day ? 
Migh t ight they not ſave nd more whole | 
if they would hold their Peace, and let. the De- 


vil alone to have his Will of you? For your 


ſakes no doubt it is, that much of their Sufferings 


come upon them, and ſhall they be forſaken bf 


you? It is upon this account a piece of Fuſtice, 
oy a8 well as Kb to — and ſuccour them; | 
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and ſo you. may do two good Works in one; the 

fame Alms may be both a work of Righteouſneſs, »# 
and a work of Mercy, | 
Reaſ. IV. Your Tratitude 1 G requireth a . 
' chearful performance of this duty from youu. For 
wherein can you otherwiſe make a ſuitable return 
to God, for what he hath plentifully conferred - 
on you, than by. contributing ſome of your Tem- 


als to them, from whom, you reap ſo much in 


Spirituals? The Lord of his free Grace and rich 
Mercy hath abounded to you in theſe outward + 
| — gs; He hath given you richly all things to en- 
Yea, as the P/almi/t ſpeaketh, He hath 
- — you with bis Benefits, , Now, not to return 
{me part of your Eſtate to him, who hath given 
you all that you do enjoy, were Ingratitude i in the 
higheſt degree: And therefore doth it not concern 
you often to put the P/alm/?s queſtiog to your | 
ſelves? M hat. ſball I render unto the Lord for all bis 
Benefits towards me ? Pal. cxvi. 12. Surely one 


Kindneſs deſerveth another; zu as God 3 been 


bountiful to you, you are Very unworthy, if you 
be not bountiful 40. him. And how do you 
think he will take: it at, your Hands? Will he 
ever ſay to you, Mell done good and faithful Ser- 
vant, thou haſt been fa thful, .a good Steward of my 


many Gifts ? Or is it all one to you, whether he 4 


ſay, Well done, or not? 
And ſeeing you cannot directly = immedi- 
ately requite him, who is uncapable of being 
enriched by us; Ny goodneſs extendeth not to thee, 
*» Pal. xvi. 2. it will be your Wiſdom to, expreſs 
your thankfulneſs to God, by being kind to his 
poor Relations. Now, who are nearer to God 
than his Miniſters? Whom he hath appointed to 
ſtand in his room, to declare his Mind unto his 
People; who are as the Mouth of the People 
unto God ; fo God's Mouth unto the People ; 
Ss 


who are the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts, 
by whoſe Miniſtry there is Peace concluded, and 


-: conciliation proclaimed between God and Man. 


th 
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7 Surely what kindneſs you ſhew to theſe, he takes 


as done unto himſelf, Matth. xxv. 40. 
Reaſ. V. Your reheving the faithful Miniſters 


of Chrift, may in a ſenſe be ſaid to' have ſeme- 
x hat if you ſhould ſhew your 
Chariy to himſelf, in bis” own Perſon, as being a 


thing more in it, 


ſign of greater Love. It is but an ordinary thing 


to return kindneſs to our deareſt Friends; but to 
extend our good will to their Relations or Ser- 


vants, for their ſakes, is an evidence of much 


greater Love. For if upon their account only we 
do good unto theſe, how much more would it 


be judged we ſhould be ready to do it unto them- 


ſelves, -if they ſtood in need of our help? And fo+ , 
will Chriſt look upon it: Our Bounty expreſſed 
to his Miniſters he will receive as an evidence of 
our more abundant love unto him, which he will 


in no. wiſe, forget, nor ſuffer to go unrewarded. 
"Reaſ. VI. Such as relieve the pr Miniſters g 
Chriſt, ſhall have their Bleſſmg, the benefit of their 
Prayers unto God, They will bleſs you however, 
though you have no bleſſing for them. Though 


you have not an Alms for them, yet they will have 


a Prayer. for you. But their Bowels being re- 
freſhed by you, you may expect that their Hearts 
will be more enlarged for you; and this will be 
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a far greater Kindneſs than you can beſtow on 


them. Your Gift cannot be worth their fervent 


Prayers. In this reſpect it is much better to give 


than to receive; becauſe he that receives hath but 


a periſhing Alms; 3 he that gives receives an abiding 


Bleſſing, the Blefling of Prayers. 

Herein did the Apoſtle St. Paul make a large 
requital to Oneſiphorus for the Eindneſs he ſhewed 
to _—_— his Impriſonment, 2 Tim. i. 16. The Lord 


E 2 give 


; 
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give mercy unto the Hoſe of Oneſiphorus, for he © 
oft refreſhed me, and was not aſhamed of my Chain. 


g. d. I received much Comfort and Refreſhment 


from One ſipborus, when I was in Prifon, for which 
I beſeech the Father of all Mercies to ſhew Mercy 
unto him and his, by bleſſing him and his whole 
Family, with all Bleflings, temporal, ſpiritual and 
eternal. And indeed what Blefling can that Man 
want, who hath a ſhare in many Miniſters Pray- 
ers? which are available for the obtaining of all 


good things at the Hand of God, as for them- 
| ſelves, fo for others. Vea, the very work of 
Charity doth beſpeak a 4 Blefling ſrom God. As 
the Blood of Abel is is ſaid to cry to the Lord for a 
Curſe or Vengeance upon Cain; ſo every Act af 


Charity crieth to God for a Bleſſing upon the 
Charitable. Our very acts of Charity in relieving 


the Wants of the Poor, and refreſhing their Bo-w- 
els, do pray and cry to Vol for his Bleſſing upon 


us and ours... 


Reaſ. VI. Your Charity to them will be Be. 
after rewarded with everlaſting glory and happineſs 8 
sn the Kingdom of Heaven. This reaſon our Saviour 
himſelf giveth in theſe Words ; He that receiveth 


a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall receive a 


Prophet's reward; whereby is meant that ſurpaſ- 
fing and excellent Weight of Glory, which can- 


bz 


not be exprefſed by the Tongue of Men or An- | 


gels. Yea, by the reward of a Prophet ſeemeth 

to be implied the higheſt degree of heavenly glory. 
For Dan. xii. 3. it is ſaid, That they that be wiſe, 
that is, the righteous, who arc endowed with true 
--- ſpiritual wiſdom, being enlightened by the Spirit 
of God, ſhall ſhine as the broking of the Firma- 
ment; but . they that turn many 10 righteouſneſs, : 
which is the work of Prophets, ſtall * as, the _ 


Stars for ever and ever, 


N "2 4 bY : | : 
: Now 
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„ Now by your Bounty to the Prophets, of God, 
7. | you may come to partake: of their reward, So 

t that it is your own. concernment to contribute 

h liberally toward their relief. Not that your Cha- 
y rity to them doth merit that glorious reward; © 
e but in regard of the promiſe of God made to all 

4 thoſe, who do exerciſe the ſame towards his 
"Ay Miniſters, it ſhall be truly given unto them. 

$ For a Word of Applicatia. 
#5 Oh ! how ſhould the Conflderation of theſe things 


% Air up the Heart of all, eſpecially ſuch as have 4 
| Bleſſing in their hand, and Eſtate to give, to draw 
forth their Souls, and reach forth their Hands to. 

the ſupply of theſe wanting Servants of God, Surely 

this is a time wherein Chuift is trying your love 

to him, by your Charity to them. Are you not 
concerned to make Proof of your love to Chriſt? 

HFave you not an opportunity before you, and a 

boud call from Heaven to prove it in this way ?- 

Can you not hear him, that ſaid once to Peter, 

John xxi. 16. Leueſi thou me? Feed my Sheep. 

Can you not hear the fame Voice calling to you,, 

Loveſt thou me? Feed my Shepherds. Sure thou art 

very deaf to the Voice of the Providence of this 

Day, if thou do not hear this Call. And wilk 
you prove that you have no love to Chriſt? What 

do you elſe if you fuffer, his to ſtarve, when you 


4 
* 


bave wherewith to feed them? © _ *_ 

Beloved, it is through God's free grace, and 
rich bounty, that you enjoy ſuch plenty of out- 
ward good things, when many of his Miniſters 
are in great want. What you have, you have 
received from him. Is it not then moſt juſt and 
reaſonable, that you ſhould return back ſome 
part of your Eſtates unto God, by relieving his 
Miniſters, in teſtimony of your love and thank 
| ; x © 
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ſulneſs unto him for what you have? Hath God 
given you hundreds and thouſands ? And will not 
you part with a few Pounds or Shillings when he ' 
calls aloud unto you for the ſame, as now he doth 
in theſe Days? Though the Earth be his, and the 
fulneſs thereof, yet (in a ſenſe) he hath ſometimes 
need of your Eſtates. - Mat. xxv, 35. Chriſt tel- 
leth you of his Wants, and ſheweth you how and 
when he is relieved. _ . 

If you have any ſpiritual Wiſdom to diſcern 
Times and Seaſons, you may know, that now 
| Chriſt ſtands in need of your helping hand, now 
that ſo many of his Miniſters are in want, for 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience: And ſhould 

hor now deny him in his ' Miniſters, I do verily . 
believe, that "if Chriſt were now upon Earth, as 

when he firſt took our Nature upon him, and in 
his own Perſon ſhould crave your relief, you would 
turn a deaf Ear unto him. 

Though for the preſent you enjoy | ani 
Bleflings, yet how eaſily can he pluck them 
out of your Mouths, and if you will not per- 
form your -Duty, thruſt you down from among 
the Givers, to take your place among the Re- 
reivers! Certainly the communicating a part is 

r-beſt way to ſecure the remainder, and to 
ſeaſon and ſanctify it to your more re 
uſe. 

Luke xi. 41. Saith our Saviour, Give Aims of 
fuch things as you have, and behold all things are 
clean unto you ; ; that is, lawful to be uſed. The 
| Metaphor is taken from the Law, whereby ma- 
ny things were counted unclean, and fo unlaw- 
| Jul for uſe, they might not be touched or medled 
with. Ya, by the Inference, behold- all- things 
are clean unto ou. He ſeemeth to allude to an- 
other Rite of the Law about Fir/?-ſruits, Tithes, 
and Free- Heringe, 10 giving which to the _ 
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all the reſt which they had were focus, ſancti- 

fied and made clean. So that charitable Men ae 

they, who N with the more freedom, quietneſs 
and comfort uſe what they have. Who that hath 
any deſire to be accepted and approved of God would 
not have his Perſon, and the Actions which he 
doth, and Things which he poſſeſſeth to be clean? 
Whatſoever i is unclean is odious and abominable: 

in God's ſight: Unclean Perſons might not ap- 

= . — to God's Sanctuary, nor meddle with ſa- 

cred Matters, If they were not cleanſed, they 

| were to be cut off from God's People, Numb: xix. 

9 20. Levit. vii. 20. and ap oy of unclean n was 
an Abomination. 

This therefore muſt pods x a ſtrong perſua- L 
ſive to put in practice the Counſel of our Savi- 
our, in Giving Ams of ſuch things" as tue have,” 
that fo all things may be clean and ſanctified unto 
us, What's clean you may uſe with God's good' 
leave and allowance (clean things may be eaten) 
and where you have God's good leave, you may 
expect his Bleſſing. It's fin” 0 eat where God's 
Portion i is among it. 

The Truth is, it is the great Miſtake of many, 
to think that all their Goods are their own, and 
that they are _— Lords and Owners of all 
which ey ps ſſefs : Whereas indeed they are ra- 
ther Ser than Lord. and Owners of this 
World's Goods; all is the Lord's. God of his 

infinite wiſdom hath committed to ſome a greater 
rtion of them, than to others, yet not to be 
mpropriated to themſelves; but they muſt give 
him his ſpecial part, to which his have as good 
à right as themſelves unto the reſt, ſaving only 
that "they may not lay hands on it themſelves, 
until you put it in their hands. But as they may 
not Ake it out of yours; lo you may not keep 

it out ef their hands, Therefore Solomon ſpeak- 
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ing of the right which the Poor have to a 1 
of rich Mens Eſtates, ſaith, Prov. iii. 27. 22 | 

hold not good from them to — UH it is due, when it 
is in the power of thy hand to do it. So that re- 
lieving the Poor is not only an Act of Mercy, 
left to our choice to do, or leave undone ; but alſo, 
as I faid before, an Act of Fuftice, to the perfor- 
mance whereof we ſtand bound. Hence to give 
Ams, and to do Righteouſneſs and Fuſtice, are oft 
in Scripture put the one for the other, both ſigni- 
fying the ſame thing. Therefore the Septuagint 
have rendred the Hebrew word ſignifyin g Righte- 
ouſneſs, in Deut. xxiv. 13. Taenuorupuy, Alms- 
deeds, And in Pſal. cxii. 9. it is ſaid, His Righ- 
reouſneſe endureth for ever ; that is, his Alms, or 


p — _ wine * 4 is clear from the foregoing 


diſperſed, be hath given to the. 
Pa,; 55 Righteauſurſe endureth for ever Where- 
by is "implied, that giving of Alms is one ſpecial 
Branch of that Righteouſneſs and Fuftice we owe to 
our poor Netghbours. ; 
And dareſt thou yet hold it in thy hand ? Wilt 
thou wrong the Almighty of his right, and rob his 
Porr of their due ? If it be nothing with thee to 
be unmerciful, is it nothing neither to be a rob- 
zer? A robber of God? Will a Man rob God? 
Mal. iii. 8. Dares any Man be ſo wicked? How 
can you expect but — he will make a forcible 
entry thee, and take what is his own, and 
feal a Writ of Ejettment againſt thee, and turn 
thee out of all —— thou haſt? Look not to 
be long in quiet poſſeſſion of what thou haſt; 
but fear leſt either God ſhould take thine E. 
ſtate from thee, or thee from thine Eſtate, and 
give thee thy Portion with Dives, who becauſe 
he denied his Crumbs to ſatisfy poor Lazarus his 
hunger, was himſelf denied a drop of cold water 
to n his own heat and thirſt, xvi. 23. 
| Dpon 
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Upon which words St. Auſtin thus gloſſeth, Ideo 
rogans Dives non exauditur in tormentis, quia ro- 
antem pauperem nm ' exaudivit, Therefore was 
for Dives heard when he prayed in torments, be- 
cauſe he hearkened not to the Poor that*begged 
of him, when he was Upon Earth. 0. n. de 


Divite. 


Let me add a e qui niigt ein to bet owl 
reds hath been ſpoken, by thee following Que- 
7} 
Queſt. 1. * Now bt length; What af u think 

of Mercy and Bounty to the TWP far 44-1, 

1. Ls there not an extellentyin it? Oh how melt 
of God is there in it Dee gs(Baith in it He that 
will caſt his Bread upon the Water, is it not # 

ſure ſign that he believes God, who hath ſaid, 


that it "hall 5 returned again ? There s the love if 
Cod in it: He that fees his Brother in need, and 


© fbutteth-up the Bari F hrs Compaſſions him, 
ow dude ß th love Gat in Af Ate ths 


openeth his Bowels, 450 draws forth his Soul to 
| God's hungry ones, who can deny but the love 
of God dwelleth in that Man ? I is the Image 
of G0 goodneſs, God is a 'merciful God, . — 


Mercy is his Glory; and this glory of God 
ſhineth forth in his merciful Servants. 1 The is 


ſelf denial in it. Self would keep all; Fleſh 
would hold back; it cannot ſpare for God ; it 
is a ſign that ſelf is laid low, that the F leſh. 
is kept under, that the Intereſt of God is the 
ſwaying Intereſt, when whatever God will have, 
this ſelf is not ſuffered to keep back. Is there 
ſo much of God in | mercitulneſs, and is there not 


an excellency in it? 
2. Is there not a wre 7 it? Shall the Mer 


cileſs ever obtain Mercy? Can'ſt . h vp 
Mercy who wilt ew no N $5.73 e iin 
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Qu. 2. bat doſt thou think of N 5 
thou merciful, or mercileſs? How 240 thou find 
it? Is thine Heart open? Are thy Bowels open ? 
or are they ſtill ſhut? Doſt thou feel that Heart 
of thine inclined and reſolved to open thy Hands, 
and to diſperſe, : and that liberally, 0 good 
things thou haſt received, as a good Steward of 
the manifold Giſts of God? Or doſt thou yet 
feel that the Door is ſhut, thine Heart is hardened | 
againſt ſhewing Kindneſs to the Lord? Give thy 
plain Judgment, what thinkeſt thou? Art thou 
a merciful Man, or mercileſs? And if mercileſs, 
how doſt thou hope to obtain Mercy? 

Qu. 3. What deſi thou think of thy worldly 
Fi 7 

1. Ae t. they not thy Talents, committed to thee for 
thy Lord's Uſe ? Muff thou not be accountable to 
him, how they have been laid out? Will it be a 
comfortable Account when thou muſt bring in thy | 
Bill; ſo much for thy Pride, ſo much for. thine” 
Appetite, or all CO up for thy Covetouſnels, | 
and nothing or but little for God ? . 
2. Are they more worth than Treaſures i in Hea- 
ven ? Is it more to thine Advantage to be rich 
in this World's Goods, than to be rich in good 
Works? Doſt thou in good earneſt judge, that 
thy laying up Treaſures in Earth is better Huſ- 
bandry than thy laying up in ſtore for thy ſelf a 
good Foundation againſt the time to come ? 

u. 4. What deft thou think of the ſtate of ma- 
the Servants of God in this Age? Are there 


2 eats ones? No diſtreſſed ones? What nei- 


ther amongſt Miniſters, nor Chriſtians? Are they 


all provided for ? Do not many of them eat the 
Bread and drink the Waters of AMiQion ? Is it 


not very {trait and very ſhort with them? Do but 
enquire after their Condition, and thou wilt. find 


it ſo. : Art thou one of thoſe that careſt not 


how 


5 ſhall * the ſucceſs of theſe few 
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how it fares with the poor French of Chriſt? 
Are they not worth the enquiring and booking 
after? Or at leaſt, is not he worthy, whoſe they 
are, and whom they ſerve? Is not Chriſt worthy, 
for whoſe ſake thou ſhould'ſt ſhew Kindneſs to 
his? How will. he take thy negle& of 817 ? 
Remember that word, Mat. xxv. 45: Inaſmuch « as 
Je 2 4 not to theſe ye aid it not to me. 
. What wilt thou do for the es ? What 
ords that are 
written for thy Learning? What art thou re 
ſolved upon? For Mercy, or for. Cruety e 
ſult thine own Heart; lay not by this ute B 
till thou art come to a 2 N one way or 
other, either to accept, or reje& this "Coil, 
which in the Name of the Lordi is offered thee for 
thy good. Oh ſhew thy ſelf a Man in whoſe | 
Soul Chriſt hath an Intereſt, and ſo great an In- 
tereſt, that thou wilt do any thing at his word; 
pity at his word, relieve at his word, give, lend, 
feed, cloath, refreſh the Bowels of his needy ones: 
Let thy Soul ſay, Lord, at thy word T will doit; 
here's my Bread, and my Fleſh, and my Money, 
command what thou wilt of it, 1 will In ſay thee 
-nay. Thou haſt given me a large Portion, and 
every one of thy Servants that thou appointe inteſt to 
receive it, ſhall have their part; for thy ſake, 
Lord, they ſhall have it. Thine I am, and 
thine is all that I have ; ſhew me thy Pleaſure, 
how much, and how often, and where, and to 
whom I ſhall beſtow it, and through the Grace 
of God there it ſhall go. 

Friend, wilt thou ſay thus? Wilt thou in the 
preſence of the Lord come to this gracious Reſo- 
lution? Or can'ſt thou yet find in thine Heart 
to deny thy Lord, and continue to be as hard- 
hearted and cloſe- handed as thou wer't wont to 
be? Dare not to ſay, Lord, my Goods are mine 

own, 
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own, I owe thee nothing : Dread ſuch Thoughts, 

that how much ſoever thou haſt, the E of 
Chhriſt ſhall be nothing the better. 

| Once again conſider, thou art put to this choice, 

| either to accept of the Counſel of Chriſt, or to 

reject it; which of the two wilt thou do? If thou 

reſolveſt not on Mercy and Liberality, thou re- 

jecteſt the word of the Lord; and if thou re- 

jecteſt his word, thou rejecteſt the Lord, and 

therein ſayeſt, He ſhall be no Lord for me. But 
N if thou accepteſt, then go and do accordingly; 

| Let the Hunger, and the Thirſt, and the Na- 
| - kedneſs, the Wants and Diſtreſſes of his Servants 
MH feel in that Relief they ſhall receive from - thee, 
| that thouart a Man to whom the Lord hath not 
| ſpoken in vain. Let them feel it preſently, and 
| let them feel it conſtantly ; this Year, and the 
| next Year, and the next, even whilſt they need 
to receive, and thou haſt it by thee to give. 
This do, and the Lord accept thee ; remember 
; all thy Offerings, and accept all thy Sacrifices ; 
| the Lord hear. thee in the Day of thy Trouble; 
the Name of the God of Jacob defend thee: The 
Lord grant thee according to thine own Heart, and 
fulfil a all thy Counſel: The Lord remember thee 
with the favour he beareth unto his Chilaren, and 
E 7 t thee with his Salvation, 


E $4© 5:3 * 2 + F Y 
* 


,] 
” 


= F\INTS 


